The 1st and 2nd Commandments - Tony Pearce
When we come to the nature of the commands which are given, Exodus 20 represents the
beginning of the Torah, of the instructions. You've got three more books in Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy which outline more of the commandments God gives to His people.
These conditions, these Commandments God gives, are a kind of constitution which God
imparts to the Israelites. Something they're to live by when
they go into the land.
When we come to the New Testament, God is actually
making a New Covenant with a people who are called out
from the nations. Not a 'nation' is going to then be exercising
the Law in their own countries.
The covenant with Moses and with Jesus are different,
yet they're similar in so far as they're given by the same God,
they have similarities. They're different because the New
Covenant changes some of the terms, but as far as the moral commandments of the New Testament, of the Torah are
concerned, all of them are repeated in the New Covenant.

There is some modification, one has to say, on the Sabbath Command which we'll look at a
bit later, but we have commandments which are given, which are repeated in the New Covenant and which Jesus Himself affirmed as being the commandments which we should follow as
believers in Him.
Jesus summed up the commandments when he was asked: 'which is the greatest Commandment?' He said: 'First of all the shema, Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one,'
and He said You should love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with
all your might. And the second is likewise, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. Those
are summing up the Ten Commandments: the first 4 Commandments which speak about our
relationship to God,
God and the second 6 which speak about our relationship to our neighbour.
neighbour
And Jesus says that these are binding upon us as believers in the Messiah.
So let's have a look at the Ten Commandments and see what they say to us. We'll probably
only get through the first 2 today. Particularly, we'll look at the commandments that describe
our relationship to God.
The first thing it says is: You should have no other Gods before me. A basic proposition of the
Bible is that God is One, there is one God who's the maker of the heavens and the earth,
earth who said:
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. All other Gods are creations of humans
or, even of demons. Therefore, God says you shall have no other Gods before me. It's interesting, in
Hebrew this commandment says: there shall not be Elohim - the word Elohim is actually the same
word you have in the first verse of the Bible for 'God': In the beginning, Elohim created the heavens
and the earth. The same word is used here of Elohim. So, 'Elohim' means 'other Gods'.
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So, when we read these words in Exodus chapter 20, all
of these are to be kept by Christians. Whether you're Jewish or Christian, these are the Word of God which you are
to keep.
keep

ISSUE Nº1

It's interesting also that the word 'Elohim' is a plural word, which also gives us
the understanding that God is a plural unity in the Old Testament: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Although it's not spelled out
in the Old Testament, it is implicit there
in the Hebrew scriptures.

But 'Elohim' means that you're going
to make other gods, other gods which are
no gods. And it says: al-panay 'before Me'
which translated here, literally means 'in
My face'. It is interesting that God says do not make any other Gods in my face. Because 'these
other gods are actually not gods and they are an offence to Me', because 'I am the One true God', 'all
the gods are the peoples'' it says in the Psalms, they 'are but idols, but the Lord made the heavens.'
Every other God that you've made, whatever religion it is, it's an idol, it's something of no value.
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Dennis actually read to us from Isaiah, didn't you Dennis? Which speaks about people making
their idols and bowing down to them as something to worship. And really, the stupidity of the fact
that you take a piece of wood and you make it into a idol, and you bow down to worship. Then,
you take another bit of wood and you burn it and cook your food on it... How can that be a god?
It's obviously foolishness.
But behind this there is something which is more sinister, there is a power of Satan who is behind
all of the other gods. In 1 Corinthians 10.20 Paul says: the things which the gentiles sacrifice to they
sacrifice to demons and not to God. I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.
Now, you don't get many 'credit points' today by saying that other religions are inspired by demons
do you? But the Bible says that, in fact, there is a twofold influence on the other gods:
gods
1. the human imagination that has made the god, and
2. the satanic, demonic influence which has caused people to worship these other gods.
And if you look at any other gods, you'll see that they all end up with some kind of influence
which is demonic.
Other religions may have some truth in them because of common grace. So, they may have some
elements which are true, for example, the Muslims believe there's one God and we know there is
one God. But there are some things which will be added, which will be demonic, and you can see
that that comes through in all religions.
And the New Testament affirms also this unity, this absolute unity of God, and the impossibility of
mixing God with any other gods. In 1 Timothy 2.5, Paul writes: there's one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus who gave Himself as a ransom for all to be testified
in due time.
One God, One mediator Jesus Christ, end of story. Nobody else no one else can come. You
can't add anybody else to God except the Lord Himself, Jesus, who is the One who became man,
who walked amongst us to redeem us.
Of course, from the Jewish point of view, Christianity has added another God, we added Jesus
they say. We say: 'that's not the case because Jesus is God who became man, who dwelt amongst
us in order to redeem us'.

 the Bible, it's clear that God is the creator and
We come back to this concept. We see that, in
this is the reason also why God says: You can't make any image to represent God, because God
can't be represented in any form on the earth. That's why idols are forbidden.
forbidden
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“You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved
image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I,
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to
the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands,
to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

EXODUS Chapter 20 verses 3-6

And we see, just after a few chapters, in chapter 32, that Israel is going to commit the great
sin in making the golden calf and saying that this is the god who who brought us out of Egypt.
In Exodus 30, it says that 'when most people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the
mountain, the people gathered unto Aaron and said to him come let us make Gods that will go
before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we don't know
what has become of him. And Aaron received the gold from their hands and they fashioned it
with an engraving tool, and made a molten calf, then said 'this is your God, oh Israel, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt'.

In Isaiah chapter 45.17-21 it says: Israel shall be saved by the Lord with everlasting salvation
you shall not be ashamed or disgrace forever and ever. For thus says the Lord who created
the heavens who is God who formed the earth and made it, who's established it, who did not
create it in vain, who formed it and said to be inhabited: I am the Lord and there is no other...
They have no knowledge who carry the wood of their carved image and pray to a God that
cannot save look to me and be saved you ends of the earth for I am God and there is no other.
If you're praying to a god you've made, then that god can't save you. Only God can save you
as the God who made you, who did make you, and who came, became man in the person of
Jesus, and who could then say Himself: I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to
the Father except by Me.
All other gods cannot save, they're creation of fallen man's imagination, aided by Satan. Therefore,
don't have any other Gods before Me, and also, don't make any representation of God, don't
make any representation of God in buildings even which are dedicated to the praise of God.
God
Look around this church. You may find some pictures, but you won't find any pictures representing God or Jesus. Go to some churches and you'll find plenty of images, particularly, if you go
to a Roman Catholic church, you may find images of Mary and of Jesus on the cross, crucifixes. We
would never do that, because you cannot make an image of God or even, certainly, not of Jesus.
I also have some reservations about films which represent Jesus because Jesus cannot be
represented by another, by an actor or by a man, because He is holy. This is not to say that God
can't use some of these films, but the fact is that Jesus is unique, and we don't represent Him
in any visible form. Go to a Roman Catholic church and you'll find his images all over the place.
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A terrible statement which is actually denying this commandment and which necessarily
brought God's judgment upon them for doing this. And it's also ludicrous, because how can the
calf have brought them out of Egypt? The only one who can do it is a living God, and all other gods
cannot save us. This is another point which we have in the scriptures, right the way through,
whatever god you're praying to, unless it's the God of the Bible, you're praying to a god that
cannot save; it's a waste of time.
time

ISSUE Nº1

Actually, the Roman Catholic church has deleted this 2nd
commandment, then it divides
commandment
the last commandment into two
parts so it says that the 9th Commandment becomes: You shall
not covet your neighbour's house
or your neighbor's wife. And the
10th Commandment: or his goods
or his donkey or anything that is
your neighbour's, which is changing the Word of God. They have
had to change the Word of God
because they don't keep the 2nd
Commandment, clearly, since
you've got these images all over
the place.
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And they've got Mary elevated to the position which is nowhere to be found in the New Testament, of being what they call a co-mediatrix: 'one who stands with Jesus as the mediator'. Pope
John Paul II said 'Mary, though conceived and born without the stain of sin, participated in a marvelous way in the sufferings of her divine Son to be co-redemptrix of humanity.' 'Co-redemptrix
of humanity'! What does that say to you? It says that Mary is equal with Jesus and Mary actually
redeemed you!
This is absolute nonsense! Not a single word in the Bible gives you that idea. Mary is a faithful
servant of God who conceived the Lord Jesus in her womb and gave birth to Him. She herself
said that 'God is her Saviour'. So she needed a Saviour, and was faithful and believed in Jesus
her Son, and followed Him. She was not a co-redemptrix.
co-redemptrix
We have these ideas which come into forms of Christianity which are totally alien to it. Where
did the idea of Mary worship come from? Actually, it's quite interesting. You go back to the early
church and you'll find there's no mention anywhere of the worship of Mary until about the 3rd
or 4th century, when large numbers of pagans were coming into the Christian church. If you look
at any pagan religious system, you'll find they always have 'a father god' who is rather stern and
might be ready to punish you, and 'a mother god' who is much more approachable and is friendly.
And you go to 'the mother god' to represent you before 'the father god'.
They looked at Christianity and they said: 'Well, we don't find any mother god in it' so, what did
they do? They said: 'Let's make Mary into a mother god, or mother goddess, and she can be the
nice one who you pray to and say 'Hail Mary, full of grace, have mercy upon us sinners...', whatever
it says, something like that, 'pray for us sinners, now in the hour of our need...'
So, pray to Mary to get you to the Father. It's nonsense. You can't pray to Mary to get to the
Father because Mary is in heaven and you can't communicate with the dead. It also encourages
communication with the dead by the way, which is forbidden in the Bible, and it goes against what
the Bible teaches.
This is why it's so important that we stick to what the Bible says. We see that so much of
the church has gone away from the truth of the Bible,
Bible particularly the Roman Catholicism and,
in some ways also, Protestantism has moved things away from the Bible as it should be.

I would say that the big sin of the church today is
what we call the interfaith movement, putting the
God of the Bible, the Saviour Jesus Christ, alongside
other gods as equals.
equals
Remember that God says You shall not put any
other Gods before me or God's in my face. So, when
a Christian Congress has come together to try to find
a common creed from all religions, God is actually
totally offended; because you're putting a false god
in His face. He says: 'I can't stand it, get out'.
Bringing all the gods together is a movement towards the Antichrist system, towards Babylon
(Revelation 17) where all religions come together in a false religious system which would then
persecute the true faith in Jesus.
Interestingly, the Pope has actually brought something in called 'Chrislam' to bring Islam and
Christianity together so that we can worship together with the Muslims. We're all working together
to make the world a better place so, 'let's join up with Islam and work together for peace and justice
in the world, and let's say that the god Allah is the same as the Christian God, that Muhammad is
a prophet of God, and that we should bring all of our religions together'.

I said that other religions have their origin most often in some kind of human searching for God
and demonic suggestion, demonic power. In the Qur'an, in the Hadith (which refers to what the
majority of Muslims believe to be a record of the words, actions, and the silent approval of the
Islamic prophet Muhammad), there's a writing from one of the early biographers of Muhammad
who confirmed in his book that accusations of witchcraft were constantly used by the people of
Mecca before they surrendered to Islam when forced to do so.

Hadith have been called "the backbone" of Islamic civilization, and within that religion the authority of hadith
as a source for religious law and moral
guidance ranks second only to that of
the Qur'an (which Muslims hold to be
the word of God revealed to his messenger Muhammad). Scriptural authority
for hadith comes from the Qur'an which
enjoins Muslims to emulate Muhammad
and obey his judgments (in verses such as
24:54, 33:21).

Muhammad, when asked by his followers
about his meeting with the Angel Gabriel and,
according to Muslims, said that he met in a
cave with the Angel Gabriel who revealed the
Qur'an to him. He didn't write it down, he just
learned it by heart and recited it. So this angel
came to him and repeated this stuff to him. It
says that when Muhammad had his meeting
with the Angel Gabriel he said:

"When he approaches me, I hear the sound
of a ringing bell or banging metal. Then, I step
quickly
down from my horse or camel and cover
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadith
my head. He then presses so hard on me that
I think I will die. When he speaks, I can never forget his words and I reveal them unto you during
these revelations." His witness says, "his face became pale or red, his lips moved silently, and he
sometimes became unconscious."
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Can you do that? No! Certainly not. The Qur'an actually denies the central truths of the
Christian faith. It denies that Jesus is the Son of God, it denies that He died on the cross, that He
rose from the dead, and that He is The Way, The Truth, and The Life through Whom we come to
the Father. So, you can't unite something which is contrary.
contrary.

ISSUE Nº1

Does that sound to you like a revelation of God
or a revelation of an evil spirit? It sounds to me
exactly like a revelation of a demon, an evil spirit,
and the conclusion of a writer who wrote a book
called The Occult in Islam says:

"Even though Muslims insist that Muhammad
received revelations from God, we must state that
the voices which Muhammad claimed to have heard
were not real inspiration. The Father, our Lord Jesus
would never have sent the Angel Gabriel to Muhammad in Mecca 60 years after the birth of Christ to
prove to him that He, God, has no Son. It's written
in the Qur'an more than 20 times that God has no son. As long as Muslims claim that these
verses were divinely inspired, we must say 'no', these voices did not come from the true God but
originated from an evil spirit who misused the Arabic name of God. As long as Muslims insist
that Jesus was not crucified, did not really die on the cross, we must affirm that it was not God
who revealed these verses to Muhammad, these 'revelations' came from a satanic spirit whom
he claimed to be God."
Abd al-Masih (Servant of Christ) - http://grace-and-truth.org/AM-TheOccultInIslam-Booklet.htm
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So, you can't put Islam along with Christianity and with with the Bible. You can't do it because
you've got something which came actually from an evil spirit.
Now, you don't get many credit points for saying that in the world today, do you? You might
get shot if you say it in the wrong place. Today, we are being conditioned more and more to
say that we cannot say this kind of stuff, we've got to say that all these religions are the same,
that they all come from the same source. But they don't, they can't possibly! They contradict
each other.
Go to Hinduism, go to Yoga. There's a saying by a man called Swami Muktananda. He says:
“Kneel to yourself, honour, worship your own being. God dwells within you as you.” So, you're a
god! Worship yourself because God is within you.
Now, God is within you when you repent to believe the Gospel and ask Jesus to come into
your life, but, in your natural, unsaved state, God is not within you.
you Paul said I know that
within my flesh dwells no good thing; within us, we have a simple human nature. If we look
far enough, we're going to find a demonic influence as well.
So, if you're looking for God within you, without looking for Jesus to come into your life,
then, you're going to find the wrong source. And there are millions of people today doing Yoga,
especially here in the West, which has taken over from Christianity as a lot of people's spirituality, and has become a replacement. We find too that a lot of the church is going along with it.
Yesterday, I read of a conference which the Vatican is setting up in May. It's entitled Exploring
the Mind, Body, and Soul: Unite to Prevent and Unite to Cure. It's actually about getting all the
various people together to fight against coronavirus, global warming, and all the other things
which, let's say, are threatening us, and to bring about a New World Order.
“... bring together the world’s leading physicians, scientists, leaders of faith, ethicists, patient
advocates, policymakers, philanthropists and influencers". https://vaticanconference2021.org/



The Vatican's forthcoming conference on global health will host a
celebrity lineup of highly controversial speakers who promote abortion,
pan-sexuality, Hindu, Vedic meditation, New Age spirituality, alternative medicine, and Yoga alongside
with credible medical experts. Presenters will include health and happiness guru Deepak Chopra, who is a
high level New Age influencer, Buddhist evangelist, Sufi spiritualist Asim Yusuf, and Mormon Elder
William Jackson, self-declared atheist psychologist Paul Bloom and pro-abortionist Chelsea Clinton.
"Participants will explore the role of religion, faith, and spirituality, and the interplay of mind body
and soul, and look for urgent areas of convergence between humanities and the natural sciences."
If you follow through what that means, it's a 'heavy New Age program' bringing all the gods
together, including Christianity to muster a New World Order in which you're going to solve the
problems of the world. That's part of the program, and what's it leading to actually? It's leading
to the Antichrist beyond question. Looking to the great, the last great sin of humanity which is
going to be the worship of the image of the Beast in Revelation chapter 13.

The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion
tearing the prey; they have devoured people; they have taken treasure
and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst. 26 Her
priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have
not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made
known the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have
hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.
27
Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood,
to destroy people, and to get dishonest gain.
25

EZEKIEL Chapter verses 22.25-27

God wants us to learn to be separate, to learn how to separate the holy from the unholy, the
clean from the unclean, and know that by prayer, by reading the Bible, and by the work of the
Holy Spirit within us.
us This is very important in the days in which we live because there's going to
be a huge pressure, a growing pressure upon people to merge the things which are unclean with
the things which are clean, the things which are unholy with that which is holy.
Bridge Lane
Fellowship
April 18, 2021
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All these things are taking place now. So, they're telling us, actually, they're telling me, that
we're living in the last days, and that Jesus is coming, and that this is one of the issues which is
going to define those who are true to the faith in Jesus Christ, those who will say 'yes, we will have
no other gods before us; Jesus is the One Way, The Truth, and The Life, and you cannot, under any
circumstances, mingle other gods with the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the God of the Bible'.

