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 What is our Covenant with God? - Tony Pearce
A central, pivotal event in the history of Israel, the history of the Bible, and indeed the history 

of the world.
The giving of the Torah, the giving of the Ten Commandments, in a sense, the Ten Command-

ments and the Torah which was to follow it, the instructions which will follow, become a kind 
of constitution which God has given to the people of Israel, by which to live when they go into 
the land of Israel.

And everything that follows this depends upon their obe-
dience or their disobedience to the Torah. They're going to 
be blessed as they keep the Law or cursed – coming under 
judgment – if they break the Law.

The Bible portrays this as a supernatural event, something 
which was a revelation of God. When God actually came down 
and appeared to the people, it says, even in Exodus 24, that 
‘He appeared to the elders of Israel and they saw the very 
heavens as clarity’, as they came to this revelation of God.

A unique event. It says that God spoke all these words. God spoke all these words. It wasn't 
Moses who made up this idea, it was God who revealed it directly to the people, and it was a 
manifestation in the phenomena which took place, the events which took place: the fire, the 
thunderings, the things which made the Israelites so afraid that they trembled and stood afar 
off as they saw the manifestation of God: the God who made them, the God who created the 
heavens and the earth, coming down on that mountain.

So, I wanted to just get this picture. That was not a sort of committee come together to draw 
up some good rules to live by. This was God, actually revealing Himself, and revealing His com-
mandments, and God setting His seal upon this by His actual presence; coming down on Mount 
Sinai. And, as He was doing this, He was bringing in the dispensation of the Law through which 
He's going to reveal Himself in the days which would follow, leading up to the coming of the 
Messiah Yeshua/Jesus, several years later. 

And the Messiah was also going to bring in a New Covenant with a series of supernatural events, 
leading up to the cross, the Resurrection, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. And there are things in 
parallel between what happened here in Exodus and what happens in the New Covenant with 
the coming of Yeshua/Jesus the Messiah.

In this passage, we see that Moses is the mediator who brings the Law; Jesus is the mediator 
of the New Covenant. He brings in a new dispensation, the dispensation of the New Covenant 
which we're now living in, with signs and wonders and with the manifestation of who God is in 
this process. And Jesus Himself is teaching this New Covenant in the Gospels.

Interestingly, the Jewish teaching is that the giving of the Torah, the Law, takes place 50 days 
after the crossing of the Red Sea. So, they come through the wilderness, they go on 50 days, they 
come to Mount Sinai, and they're given the Torah.

According to Jewish festivals, the first feast of Shavuot (which corresponds to Pentecost) is 
the time when Jewish people say that the Law (the Torah) was given. At that time, in the syna-
gogue, they will read through the passages of the Law and meditate upon it. So, the connection 
between the feast of Shavuot and the giving of the Law is interesting because it's at that time, 
according to the New Testament, that God gave the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, 50 days 
after the Resurrection of Jesus.
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ISSUE Nº1 Is there a connection? Yes! Of 
course, because the Holy Spirit 
actually is writing the Law of God 
on our hearts. 

And so, the fact that we have 
the Holy Spirit dwelling within us 
in the New Covenant, provides a 
parallel with the Old Testament dis-
pensation in which the Law was 
written on tablets of stone and was 
given to the people to obey. Now, 
God is going to write His Law upon 
the hearts of the people.

And you can see that there's a pattern in the events of the Bible. They don't just happen by 
accident. These things happen to show us that this is all part of one revelation which God has this is all part of one revelation which God has 
given, a form of consecutive revelation in which He reveals one thing after another and which given, a form of consecutive revelation in which He reveals one thing after another and which 
points us to Yeshua/Jesus the Messiah, who has come to redeem uspoints us to Yeshua/Jesus the Messiah, who has come to redeem us.

Now, we see also that there is a connection with this word, ‘covenant’. The concept of the ‘covenant’ 
is very important in the Bible. If God makes a covenant, that means it's a covenant which, from His 
side, He's not going to break. And He wants us also to enter into that covenant by freely accepting it.

Some have said that this 'giving of the Ten Commandments' corresponds to the type of treaty 
that was made in ancient days between a great power and a lesser power. A technical word for it 
is a ‘suzerainty treaty’ in which a great power would say for example: “I am Pharaoh King of Egypt; 
I’m making this agreement with you. You must keep my words. I'll give you the conditions. If you 
keep these conditions, I will then look after you, I'll protect you, and I'll be your deliverer.” 

If you like, “I'll be the one who looks after you”. They then have to 'sign on the dotted line', they 
have to say ‘yes, we accept it, we accept this as true and we will keep these conditions’. 

If you look into this ‘giving of the Ten Commandments’, that's exactly what happens here. First 
of all, God says who He is. In Exodus 20 verse 2 He says: I am the Lord your God who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

So, God reveals Himself, who He is. He tells them what He's doneGod reveals Himself, who He is. He tells them what He's done. They've already seen Him 
perform signs and wonders, bringing them out of Egypt, keeping them alive overnight in the Pass-
over, in the crossing of the Red Sea, and in the way He has provided for them in the wilderness, 
showing that He is the God who has brought them out of this. And He's declaring who He is: ‘I’m 
the God who's done these things for you.’

And then, He gives the conditions upon which He's going to look after them, which are the Ten 
Commandments which follow. So, He says: You should have no other Gods before me, etc. 

We have the commandments, which are the conditions upon which God is going to care We have the commandments, which are the conditions upon which God is going to care 
and look after His peopleand look after His people, then, in Exodus chapter 24, we see that Moses comes down from the 
mountain and he writes down the commandments, and he reads them to the people of Israel, and 
the people of Israel then say: All that the Lord has said we would do and be obedient.
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 They're giving their assent to God's commandments. You could say: ‘well, they didn't do it’, but 
that doesn't matter. The fact is, they are agreeing to the terms, they're saying that ‘yes, we agree 
to these terms; therefore, we will make the God, our God'. It doesn't matter that they didn't keep 
them. 

By the way, what I’m saying is that, as far as the actual formal process which takes place, we 
see that there is the giving of the Law and therefore, the acceptance of it, which makes for the 
covenant. And the covenant is then sealed with blood. The blood of the covenant, which involves 
the death of an animal, involves shedding of blood. Therefore, the covenant is made and it says 
in verse 8:

So, we have God saying who He is, giving the conditions upon which He's going to look after 
the people, the people agreeing to them, and God then sealing this covenant with the shedding 
of blood.

And we see that this is how it's going to be right through the Old Testament. 'If you keep these 
words, if you keep My commandments, I’m going to look after you, I'll protect you from your enemies.'

You read in Leviticus chapter 26, in Deuteronomy chapter 28 - long chapters which speak about 
the blessing which God is going to bring to the people if they obey the Lord - how He's going to 
protect them from their enemies, give them good harvests, make them a people who'll be ‘the 
head and not the tail’. They will be a people who will be a light to the peoples around about them, 
be a blessing to the nations, and God will bless them.

If they disobey Him, then, the opposite is going to happen, and 'you're going to end up with the 
final judgment' which will be that they'll be dispersed from the land and sent into other peoples' 
countries. However, because God has actually made a covenant with Abraham as well, He's going 
to bring them back, even if they're dispersed to other nations.

But the fact is that there is this conditional element in this covenant. It depends upon the peo-
ple obeying the Lord. And if you go to Jeremiah chapter 7 verse 5, the prophet says:

5 “For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thoroughly exe-
cute judgment between a man and his neighbor, 6 if you do not oppress the stranger, 
the fatherless, and the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, or walk 
after other gods to your hurt, 7 then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land 
that I gave to your fathers forever and ever. 8 “Behold, you trust in lying words that 

cannot profit. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to 
Baal, and walk after other gods whom you do not know, 10 and then come and stand 

before Me in this house which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered to do 
all these abominations’? 11 Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den 

of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the Lord.
JEREMIAH Chapter 7 verses 5-11

8 And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, “This is the blood 
of the covenant which the Lord has made with you according to all these words.”

EXODUS Chapter 24 verse 8
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ISSUE Nº1

You notice in that passage that Jeremiah is actually repeating some of the Ten Commandments. 
It's saying that, if you break these Commandments, and then you come and stand in my House 
and say ‘we're delivered’, God doesn't accept it.

You have to do the Commandments; you have to do what God says and then God will accept 
you as a people. Don't just put the Book on the shelf and never read It, and never obey It. You have 
to read and to obey, and to do what God tells you if you want to have God's blessing in your life.

And so the Covenant is made. God makes the Covenant, God gives conditions on which He's 
going to look after Israel which they must live by, and He requires them to make assent to them 
by agreeing to the terms.

The same thing happens in the New Testament doesn't it?The same thing happens in the New Testament doesn't it? You have Jesus who comes; He 
announces the New Covenant with Israel and, through Israel, with all of humanity. God reveals 
Himself in the person of Jesus/Yeshua. He reveals that He was there, ‘in the beginning, with God, 
that all things were made by Him, that without Him nothing was made that was made’. That He That He 
is God, He is equal with God. Also, that the Word was made flesh but amongst us 'we beheld is God, He is equal with God. Also, that the Word was made flesh but amongst us 'we beheld 
His glory', the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truthHis glory', the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. No one has seen 
God at any time, the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

So, in the words of Jesus, we have the declaration of God, His revelation. And He tells us there-
fore that we should live by what He tells us. We should live by the Gospel, knowing that Messiah We should live by the Gospel, knowing that Messiah 
died for our sins, was buried, and rose from the dead, and is alive todaydied for our sins, was buried, and rose from the dead, and is alive today. 

He requires us to give our assent to this by repentance and faith, and by our declaration of 
faith in Jesus the Messiah.

We read in Acts chapter 2 what happens at the end of explaining the Gospel. The people say 
to Peter What shall we do? Peter says: Repent and believe and be baptized in the name of Jesus.

So, you have to make your assent, and that's what makes you part of the new family of God 
under the New Covenant. God gives His conditions, He tells us to make our assent and to agree 
to them by repentance, by faith, and to declare them publicly. Which is why I believe, actually, we we 
should be baptized on confession of our faith, not as babiesshould be baptized on confession of our faith, not as babies. When we have made a confession 
of faith in Jesus, we can stand up and say 'yes, I believe in Jesus, I believe He died for my sins and 
rose from the dead'. It's the same principle you have in the New Testament.
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