
1

 

Our third prophecy is Psalm 118. If you read Psalm 118, it has the words Hosanna to the Son of 
David, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Interestingly, this psalm is read at Passover 
time. In fact, it's the last psalm to be read, the Great Hallel, in the Passover service even to this day 
in Jewish circles. It begins with the psalmist speaking about himself 'being cut off and surrounded by 
enemies, then rescued by the Lord'. In verse 17, it says 

This psalmist was going to 'not die but be saved by the Lord' but as he says this, he is then moved 
into a deeper understanding of 'One who would die but would be saved and would rise from the dead 
and conquer death, and, in the process, be cut off from the land of the living'. Isaiah 53 says of the 
Messiah that 'He would die but also live'. 

And let's read these verses, from verse 21 he says: 

Prophecies fulfilled - Psalm 118 (The Triumphal Entry) - Tony Pearce

17 I shall not die, but live,
And declare the works of the Lord...

 BOOK OF PSALMS Chapter 118 verse 17

 21 I will praise You,
For You have answered me,

And have become my salvation.
In Hebrew it is li y'shuah, you have become, and li y'shuah means (=) 'to me Yeshua (=) to me sal-

vation' or 'to me Jesus'. That's the word, this the very name of Jesus is there in that psalm. You have 
become to me my salvation.

22 The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This was the Lord’s doing;
It is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

BOOK OF PSALMS Chapter 118 verses 20-24
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A psalm which is speaking on one level of the psalmist's own experience, but also pointing forward 
to the Messiah, which is often what happens in messianic prophecy.

And it contains one of the verses which is repeated the most times in the New Testament: The stone 
which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone, quoted three times in the Gospels, in 
every Gospel except John's. Quoted in the Book of Acts chapter 4, quoted in 1 Peter chapter 2. 

So, this particular verse is quoted concerning Jesus the Messiah, who will be the 'rejected stone' 
but will become the 'chief cornerstone'.

What's the significance of the rejected stone and the chief cornerstone?What's the significance of the rejected stone and the chief cornerstone? There is a very interest-
ing Jewish story about how they were building the Temple and, as they were building it, they used the 
great, huge stones which you can see today if you go to the Western Wall. And as they were building 
the Temple, they found a stone which was a very odd shape, it didn't fit. So, they threw it away and 
they put it onto the dustbin if you like. They threw it onto the waste ground and they rejected it. Then, 
as the Temple came together and they came to complete it, they saw that, at the top, there was a very 
odd shape remaining to be filled. Somebody remembered the stone which had been rejected and they 
went and took the stone which had been rejected and put it and found it fitted exactly into that odd 
shaped space, and became the chief cornerstone.

That provides a very profound statement about Jesus. He didn't fit many people's ideas of the Mes-
siah. He was therefore rejected and laid aside. But at the end of days, they're going to see that He is 
the One who does fit, and He'll be exalted and put up in the highest place. 

 25 Save now, I pray, O Lord;
In Hebrew Hoshia na - Hosanna.

O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!

Baruch ha ba be shem Adonai.

We have blessed you from the house of the Lord.
27 God is the Lord,

And He has given us light;
Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the 

altar.
28 You are my God, and I will praise You;

You are my God, I will exalt You.
BOOK OF PSALMS Chapter 118 verses 26-28
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 Now, He's exalted and put in the highest place because He is the Messiah, He is the One who was 
rejected but also exalted and takes the place in the highest place.

It goes on to say:

So, as they were saying these words when Jesus came down the Mount of Olives they were quoting 
from this Psalm whether they knew it or not. They were quoting from this psalm which points to the 
coming of the Messiah. Was the Messiah going to come then to triumph and to rule and reign and take 
up His throne in Jerusalem? 

No! The next thing it says is:

 Another word which speaks about the coming sacrifice of Jesus going to the cross to be the sacri-
fice, to take away the sin of the world. Jesus fulfilling this prophecy as the sacrificial Lamb, the offering 
for the sin of the world.

 24 This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.

25 Save now, I pray, O Lord;
Hoshia na - Hosanna. Lord save us! God save us! What Jesus was going to do, be the Saviour.

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!

The greeting for the coming of the Messiah.

BOOK OF PSALMS Chapter 118 verse 26

27 God is the Lord, 
And He has given us light;

Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.
BOOK OF PSALMS Chapter 118 verse 27
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Monday - 10th day of Nisan 
Jesus rides on a donkey into Jerusalem.

Jesus is welcomed as the Prince, King, Messi-Jesus is welcomed as the Prince, King, Messi-
ah with the words: ah with the words: Baruch ha ba beshem Adonai, Baruch ha ba beshem Adonai, 

HoshyannaHoshyanna  
((Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the 

Lord, HosannaLord, Hosanna)).. 
((Psalm 118.25-26Psalm 118.25-26))

Jesus is selected as the Passover Lamb for 
humanity, following God's instructions to Moses.

Jesus weeps over Jerusalem.

Friday - 14th day of Nisan 
Jesus prays at Gethsemane.
Jesus is betrayed by Judas.

Jesus is condemned by the High Priest. The Jesus is condemned by the High Priest. The 
stone which the builders rejected has become stone which the builders rejected has become 

the chief cornerstone.the chief cornerstone.
((Psalm 118.22-24Psalm 118.22-24, , Isaiah 28.6Isaiah 28.6,, Acts 4.11 Acts 4.11))

Jesus is sacrificed as the Lamb without blem-Jesus is sacrificed as the Lamb without blem-
ish, the perfect Lamb, the Passover Lamb.ish, the perfect Lamb, the Passover Lamb.

Jesus dies on the cross.Jesus dies on the cross.
Not one of Jesus' bones is broken.


