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Hate and Love - anti-Semitism in the church - Pearce & Stone

Tony: Let's move on and see what happened how anti-Semitism develops in church history.

When you look in the Book of Acts, you find that the church, at the beginning, was all Jewish. 
The gentiles only came in after Acts chapter 10. 

You had a Nazarene church which kept Jewish feasts and the messianic faith in Jesus through-
out the first century and beyond, and Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans telling gentile Chris-
tians to bring good news to the Jews, to pray for Israel, and that as the root that supports them 
is Jewish, they should not boast against the Jews. That the Jews are beloved for the Father's sake, 
and that the gift and calling of God is without repentance.

You have the apostles who are Jewish, the scriptures written by Jews, you have a writing by 
Paul that the church should not boast against the Jews but should pray for the Jewish people, 
to bring good news to them, and who also saw a future for Israel when they’re delivered and 
come to Zion.

One has to say that the history of the church would be very different if the Roman church had 
taken note of what Paul wrote to the Romans. But they didn't.

Let's look at what happened in church history. We find that the opposite to what Paul said took place.

The majority gentile church ignored Paul's teaching, did the opposite of what he said, The majority gentile church ignored Paul's teaching, did the opposite of what he said, 
broughtbad news to the Jews, and cursed the Jews as 'Christ killers' based on some of these broughtbad news to the Jews, and cursed the Jews as 'Christ killers' based on some of these 
verses which I’ve read, which, as I hope I’ve explained to you, were taken out of context and verses which I’ve read, which, as I hope I’ve explained to you, were taken out of context and 
misapplied for generations to bring untold suffering to Jewish people.misapplied for generations to bring untold suffering to Jewish people.
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ISSUE Nº1 We have early church writers like John Chrysostom, 
considered to be a saint and a church Father, who 
lived in the 4th century who wrote:

“The Jews are the most worthless of all men they're 
the fideist, murderers of Christ. The Jews are odious 
assassins of Christ and, for killing God there is no expi-
ation possible, no indulgence or pardon. Christians 
may never cease vengeance, and the Jews must live 
in servitude forever. God always hated the Jews. It's 
incumbent upon Christians to hate the Jews.”

A statement which is totally out of order and totally wrong in the sight of God.A statement which is totally out of order and totally wrong in the sight of God.
When Constantine established 

Christianity as the official religion of 
the Roman Empire in 312, he issued 
many anti-Jewish laws.

At the Council of Nicaea, he said:
“It is right to demand what our rea-

son approves. That we should have 
nothing in common with the Jews. 
The links between Christianity and 
Judaism are broken.”

The Sabbath was changed from 
the seventh to the first day of the 
week. The date of Easter was sepa-
rated from the Passover.

Augustine became the main theologian of the Catholic church and taught that the church had 
replaced Israel, that all promises of restoration and blessing to Israel were now transferred to the 
church, while the curses and judgments could remain upon Israel and the Jews.

This became a reinterpretation of scripture 
which continued to be the dominant theme in 
replacement theology both Catholic and Prot-
estant churches.

And as Christianity and Israel in its Catholic 
form became the dominant religion of Europe, 
those who rejected it became the forces of the 
Antichrist to be despised and rejected, i.e., the 
Jewish people which led them to centres of per-
secution leading up to the crusades in 1096.

As the crusaders began their journey to the 
Holy Land to liberate it from the Muslims, they 
said: 

“We're going to fight Christ's enemies in Pal-“We're going to fight Christ's enemies in Pal-
estine, the Muslims, but we should we not forget estine, the Muslims, but we should we not forget 

our enemies in the midst, the Jews.”our enemies in the midst, the Jews.”  Twelve thousand Jews were killed in cities along the Rhine alone.
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 When the crusaders captured 
Jerusalem in 1099, they massa-
cred all the Jews and Muslims 
they could find.

Pope Innocent III in 1215, 
condemned the Jews to eternal 
slavery by declaring: 

“The Jews against whom the 
blood of Jesus Christ calls out – 
although they ought not to be 
killed lest the Christian people 
forget the divine law – yet, as 
wanderers, ought they to remain 
upon the earth until their coun-
tenance be filled with shame.”

I don't like to read these passages out but they speak about an attitude which would come I don't like to read these passages out but they speak about an attitude which would come 
into the church which was totally foreign to what Jesus taught and which was totally anti-Chris-into the church which was totally foreign to what Jesus taught and which was totally anti-Chris-
tian fundamentally.tian fundamentally.

This was followed by ritual murder charges against the Jews as in 1114 in Norwich.

David: As Tony men-
tioned, the relationship 
between the UK and Israel, 
indeed, between the UK and 
Jews, has been a somewhat 
checkered one. And, if we 
go right back to the medie-
val period, we discover that 
the first accusation against 
Jews of ritual murderer, the 
‘blood libel’ as it is sometimes 
called, is usually traced to an 
incident in Norwich in 1144, 
where Jews were accused 
of murdering a boy, William, 
who was found dead with 
stab wounds. 

And a monk Thomas of 
Monmouth claimed that he 
had discovered an interna-
tional council of Jews that, 
every year, chose a child, a 
non-Jewish child, to be killed during Easter (some versions of the story suggest 'during the Pass-
over Jewish festival') – they coincide with each other obviously very often – so, both versions are 
probably true.

Then, in a bizarre inversion of Zionism, it suggests that the prophecy requires the killing of in a bizarre inversion of Zionism, it suggests that the prophecy requires the killing of 
a Christian child to restore Jews to the to the Holy Landa Christian child to restore Jews to the to the Holy Land.
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ISSUE Nº1 Jews were accused of kill-
ing a Christian child at Passover 
time to drain its blood in order 
to make Passover matzahs. 
This hideous, ridiculous charge 
resurfaced time and again, most 
recently in the Muslim world, 
leading to massacres of the Jews.

In 1290, King Edward the first In 1290, King Edward the first 
expelled all Jews from England.expelled all Jews from England.

The Spanish Inquisition Spanish Inquisition 
against all Jewish people and against all Jewish people and 
non-catholic Christians led to non-catholic Christians led to 
1492 when the Jews were given 1492 when the Jews were given 
the choice of forced baptism or the choice of forced baptism or 
expulsion from Spainexpulsion from Spain.

David: It is interesting that the Scottish National Party are very keen on quoting the Declaration 
of Arbroath, given that that declaration compares the Scottish people to the people of Israel as 
you can see from the quote here:

So, talking of the 
Scots the declaration 
says “Thence they came 
1200 years after the 
people of Israel crossed 
the Red Sea to their 
home in the west where 
they still live today.” 

 And it's really one of 
the great ironies, I think, 
that the SNP are one 
of the most anti-Israeli 
parties in Europe today.

And, despite their 
pride in this particular 
declaration, the reason 
I'm showing it is that that 
this declaration dates this declaration dates 
back 600 years before back 600 years before 
the Balfour declarationthe Balfour declaration.
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 Tony: One has to say even that Mar-
tin Luther hoped initially that he would 
attract Jews to his protestant faith, under-
standing they couldn't accept the super-
stitions and persecutions of Rome. But, 
when they refused his attempts to convert 
them, he turned on them with of words he turned on them with of words 
of hatred which were used word-for-of hatred which were used word-for-
word by the nazis in their propagandaword by the nazis in their propaganda.

David: Let's just look at an interesting 
phenomenon that occurred in the 19th 
century, a form of Christian evangelical 
restorationism as it's often called, some-
times called 'proto-Zionism'.

This ante-dated modern Jewish politi-
cal Zionism and was particularly prevalent 
in 19th century England. There's Shaftes-
bury who was one of its supporters, and 
this was the idea that if Jews migrated 

to Palestine en masse or 
at least achieved a crit-
ical mass (it's not clear 
which), and that would 
hasten the Second Com-
ing of Christ. 

Now, I don't know 
to what extent such 
ideas are still prevalent 
in Christian communi-
ties - I don't hear much 
of this kind of explana-
tion nowadays - but, cer-
tainly, historically, at that 
particular period, it was 
quite a popular cause.

And there's the Rev-
erend Alexander Keith 
who was also involved 
in this movement, and 
who coined the phrase 

“a land without a people 
for a people without a land”. This is a phrase often attributed to Jewish sources or to Zionist sourc-
es but which in fact is of Christian, of Scottish Christian origin.

It's a slightly double-edged sword because it's often used by anti-Zionists to suggest that It's a slightly double-edged sword because it's often used by anti-Zionists to suggest that 
Zionists were somehow blind to the indigenous inhabitants that they claim are the Arab inhab-Zionists were somehow blind to the indigenous inhabitants that they claim are the Arab inhab-
itants of Palestine. Whereas of course, the Zionists refused very much that, maintaining that itants of Palestine. Whereas of course, the Zionists refused very much that, maintaining that 
Jews were at least as indigenous and probably more so than the Arabs of Palestine.Jews were at least as indigenous and probably more so than the Arabs of Palestine.
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ISSUE Nº1 Tony: And you have the 19th century 
Russian Orthodox church driving the force 
of the pogroms with violent attacks on 
Jewish communities, the kind which are 
portrayed in The Fiddler on the Roof. They 
had one solution to the Jewish problem one solution to the Jewish problem 
which was ‘one-third extermination, one-which was ‘one-third extermination, one-
third Forcible Conversion to Christianity, third Forcible Conversion to Christianity, 
and one-third Expulsion’.and one-third Expulsion’.

David: I can't resist mentioning Daniel 
Deronda. I don't know how many of you 
have read Daniel Deronda; I read it rela-
tively recently and I strongly recommend 
it. It's a wonderful yarn quite apart from 
anything else; beautifully written. Those 
of you who've read any George Eliot will 
appreciate just how fine a writer she was. 

But it's interesting that she got hold of this notion of the Jewish people returning to their home-
land and she articulates through the character of Daniel Deronda a kind of proto-Zionism. I've 
offered you a quote here so, please, if you haven't read it, please do read it, because it will give 
you a fascinating insight into this 19th century English view of Zionism.



7

 Tony: A terrible history of Jewish suffering showing the terri-A terrible history of Jewish suffering showing the terri-
ble truth of that most of it has been instigated by people who ble truth of that most of it has been instigated by people who 
claim to be Christians claim to be Christians and who brought this accusation against the 
Jewish people: that the 'Jews killed Jesus and therefore are under 
a curse and should be persecuted by the church', which was based based 
on a false reading of the New Testament and a denial of the true on a false reading of the New Testament and a denial of the true 
message of Jesus and the Apostles.message of Jesus and the Apostles.

Now, one has to say that this was not the uniform narrative. For 
most of the time, when this was taking place, the Bible itself was not available for the people to 
check it out. The Bible wasn't translated into languages which people could read. It was in Latin 
and even most priests were not educated in this context. They knew the stories but only as inter-
preted and taught by the corrupt church to a biblically illiterate laity.

With the reformation, there came the translation of the Bible into common languages. This 
was actually opposed by the Catholic church, and one reason was that they realized that if peo-
ple read what the Bible actually said, they would see a huge gulf between what it said and what 
they taught. People like Tyndale, who translated the Bible, were burnt at the stake for doing so.

Also, as the use of printing press developed, there was an increase in literacy. People began 
to discover what the text actually says and, in 1611, you have the Authorized Version in English 
which had a huge effect upon the understanding of the Bible itself, and also an understanding of 
Jewish people and the prophecies of the Bible. People began to recover the Jewish Jesus, and to 
read some of the prophecies of restoration to Zion from the prophets themselves which would 
have been barely known by people up until this time. And, people started to read scriptures like:

and: 

with Jesus indicating that there would be a time when the Jewish rule of Jerusalem would 
return. And He connected this with 'the parable of the budding of the fig tree' which is seen by  'the parable of the budding of the fig tree' which is seen by 
many commentators as a parable of the restoration of national life to Israelmany commentators as a parable of the restoration of national life to Israel. This was seen also 
as a sign of the Second Coming of Jesus in New Testament terms.

10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
And declare it in the isles afar off, and say,
‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,

And keep him as a shepherd does his 
flock

JEREMIAH Chapter 31.10

24 For I will take you from 
among the nations, gath-

er you out of all countries, 
and bring you into your own 

land.
EZEKIEL Chapter 36.24

12 He will set up a banner for the nations,
And will assemble the outcasts of Israel,

And gather together the dispersed of 
Judah

From the four corners of the earth.
ISAIAH Chapter 11.12

24 Jerusalem will be tram-
pled by Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles are 

fulfilled.
LUKE Chapter 21.24

32 Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When 
its branch has already become tender and puts forth 

leaves, you know that summer is near.
MATTHEW Chapter 24.32



8

ISSUE Nº1 So, as we have the Bible in English, we have a change which 
brings the possibility that people can actually read the Book 
themselves and find out what It says, which was not the case 
for most of the period up until this time.
A very interesting book I have here called Bible and Sword by 
Jewish writer Barbara Tuchman and she says:
"With the translation of the Bible into English and its adaption 
as its highest authority for an autonomous English church, the the 
history traditions of moral law of the Hebrew nation became history traditions of moral law of the Hebrew nation became 
part of the English culturepart of the English culture. It became for a period of three 
centuries the most powerful single influence on our culture. It 
linked us back, to repeat Matthew Arnold's phrase, ‘the genius 
of and history of us English to the genius and history of the 
Hebrew people.’ This is far from saying that it made England a 
Judeophile nation, but without the background of the English 
Bible, it is doubtful that the Balfour Declaration would ever 
have been issued in the name of the British government or the 
mandate for Palestine undertaken, even given the strategic 
factors that later came into play."

And as we look at what happened in the following times, we find 
that the 17th century Puritans discovered the Hebrew roots of 
the Bible in prophecy.
There was a couple called Joanna and Ebenezer Cartwright who, in 
1849, wrote a petition to the governments of England and Holland:
“That this nation of England with the inhabitants of the Nether-
lands shall be the first and readiest to transport Israel's sons and 
daughters in their ships to the land promised to their forefathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for an everlasting inheritance”. 
The petition further requested that 'the Jews may again be 
received and permitted to trade and dwell amongst you in this 
land that was in the land of England and remember that actually 
in 1290 the Jews have been expelled from England'. 
And this began a movement to bring the Jews from Holland to live in 
England, beginning of the Jewish settlement of England  around 1650.

This was also aided by a man called Manasseh Ben Israel, a Jewish rabbi 
who caught on to the Cartwright Declaration and wrote a book called 
the Spes Israel (The Hope of Israel) in which he appealed to England to 
complete the dispersion of the Jews by admitting them to England before 
the worldwide gathering or in-gathering of exiles could begin.
In 1655 Cromwell agreed to this saying that:
“England should atone for its past cruelties to the Jews, the more so as “England should atone for its past cruelties to the Jews, the more so as 
we are children of the same father Abraham, they are naturally after we are children of the same father Abraham, they are naturally after 
the flesh, we, believers after the spirit.”the flesh, we, believers after the spirit.”
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 We move on to the 19th century in Britain. We have a period of revival of Christianity in Britain, a
time of Bible reading and searching, also, the beginning of a worldwide Missionary Movementthe beginning of a worldwide Missionary Movement
and of many beginning to look to the place of Israel and to the Jewsand of many beginning to look to the place of Israel and to the Jews.

We had the London Jews Society which was backed by the great social reformer Lord Shaftes-
bury who was a Bible-believing Christian. Apart from throwing himself into the works on behalf 
of the poor and the dispossessed, he also worked on behalf of the Jewish people and he had a 
vision for the restoration of the Jews to Jerusalem and the land. He recognized the past injustices 
done towards the Jewish people and took up a Zionist position before Zionism was particularly 
well known or practiced amongst the Jewish community.

Shaftesbury also had an influence upon the church. In politics, he petitioned Lord Palmerston. 
And Palmerston, then the foreign secretary, wrote to the British Ambassador in Istanbul (Con-
stantinople) in 1640 to “recommend the Turkish government hold out every encouragement to 
the Jews of Europe to return to Palestine”.
And, on August the 17th 1840, The Times published a leader on 
a plan to 'Plant the Jewish people in the land of their fathers', 
which was now under serious consideration, and commended the 
efforts of Lord Shaftesbury, the author of the plan, as 'practical 
and statesmanlike'.

Shaftesbury and others then agreed to plan a petition to set up a 
Consulate in Jerusalem to look after the interests of Jewish people 
in Palestine as it was then. 

When it was set up, Shaftesbury saw it as “Having prophetic “Having prophetic 
significance as the ancient city of the people of God is about significance as the ancient city of the people of God is about 
to resume a place among the nations, and England is the first to resume a place among the nations, and England is the first 
of the gentile nations that ceases to tread her down”of the gentile nations that ceases to tread her down”,  quoting 
there from Jesus' words about Jerusalem being trodden down of 
the gentiles and seeing this as the beginning of the process which 
would lead to the Jewish population returning to Jerusalem.
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ISSUE Nº1
It's also followed by the establishment of Christ Church Jerusalem 
which was founded in the grounds of the Consulate and had the work 
to pave the way for the return of the Jews to the land and look after 
their welfare.

And today, you can go to Christ Church, just inside the Jaffa Gate, and 
they also have a museum there which shows some of the ways in which 
the church was working towards the return of the Jewish people and 
to building up the Jewish community in Palestine as it was then.

We move on towards the end of the 19th 
century and Herzl writing his book the Der 
Judenstaat (The Jewish State) which was read 
by an English clergyman who was the chap-
lain to the British embassy in Vienna. A man called Reverend William 
Hechler who, when he read Herzl's book, was quite astounded by it, 
went to visit Herzl and he said these words:

“Dr Herzl, I stand before you. For years I’ve been waiting for you. For 
years I’ve announced you to princes and to statesmen, the ecclesi-
astical dignitaries I’ve encountered. I prepared the way for you. The The 
hour has come, your idea will triumph. Consider me at your service hour has come, your idea will triumph. Consider me at your service 
in our common cause. Your book is inspired even though you may in our common cause. Your book is inspired even though you may 
not realize it, and this is as well the way God works not realize it, and this is as well the way God works … You have, for 
like all the world and, like all the Jews, in this city you've forgotten, the 

prophets. You've no longer called to them their rightful place, but you are of your people 
and your prophets involved for all time in the sufferings of Israel will never leave you in peace. 
Like Moses in another age, the sufferings of your people in Russia, the trial of the captain of the 
French army [Dreyfus], that is the greatest trial God is calling you to, your long forgotten Jeru-
salem. And I say this with deep emotion and will repeat it without ceasing: God is with you, you 
will succeed whatever happens.”

And Hechler went on to 
encourage Herzl. He had a 
lot of contacts, especially in 
Germany, with the kind of 
princes and the ruling class 
there, and he did what he 
could to help Herzl in his 
plan to bring about the 
return of the Jews to Israel.

He was there, at the First 
Zionist Congress (Basel 
1897), encouraging Herzl 
at that moment.

So, he was a Christian Zion- he was a Christian Zion-
ist before the creation of ist before the creation of 
the State of Israel, looking the State of Israel, looking 
for the return of the Jew-for the return of the Jew-
ish people to Israelish people to Israel.


