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• Paul: Paul opens his letter to the church of Colossae with his name. According to the epistolary 
custom, the author’s name is given first. Therefore, the author was Paul; he wrote the letter while in 
Roman custody probably from Rome, around A.D. 63. Because Collosians 4.10 says My fellow prisoner 
Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, we know that Paul was in 
prison at the time of writing this letter.

• An apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God: Paul was qualified to write this letter of instruction 
to the Colossians, though he had never met them personally, because he was an apostle.

• In Greek the word apostle is ‘apostolos’ (according to Strong’s) is a delegate, specifically an ambas-
sador of Christ, and means ‘he that is sent‘ – Strong’s reference: Greek 652:

• And Timothy our brother: Timothy was an honoured companion of Paul, but he was not an apos-
tle. “He has been considered as the scribe of the apostle.” 

• To the saints and faithful brethren: When Paul addressed the saints in this letter, he did not sep-
arate some Christians from others in the Colossian church. Every true Christian is a saint and a child of 
God. However, Paul may be making a distinction with the phrase faithful brethren. He may refer to those 
who haven’t embraced the false teaching that concerned Paul so much in composing this letter. 

• Who is in Colossae: The city of Colossae was probably the smallest and least important city that 
Paul ever wrote to. It might surprise us that Paul would turn his attention to the Christians in Colossae 
at a time when he had so many other concerns. Yet, he thought the situation in Colossae was important 
enough for apostolic attention.

• Paul wrote because there were problems among the Christians in Colossae, which related to a doc-
trinal problem – sometimes described as “The Colossian Heresy” –  Collossians 2 verse 8 says Beware lest 
anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according 
to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

Who am I - Colossians 1 - Introduction - Daniel Bishop

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, 
and Timothy our brother, 2 to the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

COLOSSIANS Chapter 1 verses 1-3
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ISSUE Nº1
• Lets try and break this heresey down!

1. The heresy relied on philosophy (verse 8)

2. It pulled the brethren back to the traditions of men: perhaps a mix of old Judaism and gentile 
paganism] (verse 8)

3. It denied that the fullness of the Godhead dwelt bodily in Christ (verse 9). This may remind us of  
Jehovah Witnesses’ beliefs.

4. It denied that a Christian was complete in Christ (verse 10). All sins are atoned for. This points to  
similarities with Catholic beliefs. 

5. It tried to supplement our ‘freedom in Christ’ by introducing ways of heightening Christian spir-
ituality, that is, ‘not by faith but by works’.

6. Colossae was also known for angel worship (verse 10).

7. The first century religious environment was one of religious mixing, Jew and gentile coming 
together.

  • What fascinated me was rather than Paul spend a long time trying to dissect the  
  error Paul immediately attacked the error with the truth which was………A BETTER  
  UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS! 

  • Knowing the real Jesus helps us to stay away from the counterfeit one, no matter  
  how it comes packaged. – MAY WE at Bridge Lane HAVE A DEEPER WALK AND   
  UNDERSTANDING OF OUR Saviour THE LORD JESUS.

  • When I was reflecting on this passage a song called ‘Turn your eyes upon Jesus’  
  came to mind. Here are the lyrics:

    
    Turn your eyes upon Jesus
    Look full in His wonderful face
    And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
    In the light of His glory and grace

    His word shall not fail you, He promised
    Believe Him and all will be well
    Then go to a world that is dying
    His perfect salvation to tell

    Turn your eyes upon Jesus
    Look full in His wonderful face
    And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
    In the light of His glory and grace

• The first verses of Colossians 1 and these lyrics remind us that only by walking and focusing on 
the Saviour daily, reading His Word, by striving together in fellowship and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit will we be able to spot the counterfeits and heresy. 

• Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ: Paul’s greeting was 
familiar & heartfelt. “Grace is God’s unconditioned, unmerited goodwill toward men and women which 
is beautifully expressed in the saving work of Yeshua Jesus Christ.” 
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• As we go on reading, this letter is full of love and concern. It was written to a church Paul had 
neither planted nor visited, which goes to show the power of Christian love. Paul didn’t need to see 
or meet, or directly know the brethren in order to love them and be concerned for them….That is a 
lesson in itself for us today! 

• How often have we heard of a church in distress or in error and, how did we act?!……...Did we 
act following Paul’s example? As believers our action should be of anguish and tears, sending heartfelt 
letters of correction with all humbleness, praying for restoration. That’s what Paul did with his letter 
to the Colossians. 

• We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, : 

• Praying always for you: Though he had never met them, the Colossians were on Paul’s prayer 
list. He prayed for them not only often, but always. As believers, we should always be praying for each 
other because our warfare isn’t against flesh and blood but against powers and principalities 

To Summarise: 
1. Paul had never met the brethren in Collossae but there was a heresy which needed to be  
 addressed.
2. Paul issued them a letter of correction in love and humility. 
3. Paul loved the brethren.
4. Paul always prayed for the brethren.

May we always love the brethren and always pray for the Church, the Bride of Christ. May we always 
show love when bringing correction to fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.


