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• Since we heard: Paul was thankful for their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all the saints. If 
someone has Genuine faith in Jesus, they will always have a true love for God’s people.

• Notice how love for the brethren is the first sign of a true believer once they have faith in Christ 
Jesus. 

• I want you to think about this for a second: If someone came here today or came to your home, 
would that be the first thing they would notice about you?

• Would they notice that you have love for the brethren and are willing to do all it took to strive 
with one another and love one another? 

• When studying Colossians verse 4, it really convicted me. Do I always show love for the Church? 
Have I spoken of the brethren in a way in which my conduct or speech was not worthy of the Gospel? 
Did I withhold love when I should have shown love and grace? 

• Yes, there are times when we may have to bring correction however, this must be done in love, 
humility, and with a view to restoration. 

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another.

 
John 15:12-13 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 

love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

Thankfulness for the Gospel - Daniel Bishop
4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 

of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope 
which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard 
before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which 
has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is 
bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the 
day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 7 

as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow 
servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your 

behalf, 8 who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.
COLOSSIANS Chapter 1 verses 4-8
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ISSUE Nº1

1 John 3:14-18 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. 
He who does not love his brother abides in death. Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and 
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. By this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this 
world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of 
God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

• As believers we should be willing to lay down our lives for each other. We want to be that kind 
of church. 

• Wherever you are sitting right now, I want you to turn to your right and left and ask your self 
a question: ‘because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the ‘because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren’brethren’ are you willing to lay down your life out of love for your brothers and sisters?

• Something to think about. When I am saying this, I’m also preaching to myself. I am willing to 
lay down my life for the brethren.

• Because of the hope: Paul was thankful for the hope laid up for them in heaven. He was thankful 
when he considered the destiny of true believers in Christ

Please also note some key words which have been highlighted

Faith          Love for the saintsFaith          Love for the saints
      
  Hope       Truth  Hope       Truth
      
    Fruit    Grace    Fruit    Grace
          
          Love in the Spirit          Love in the Spirit
These are the things that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ brings to a new believer, hallelujah!
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Let’s look at the difference between the two states:

 • NON-BELIEVER - Ephesians 2.1 says: And you He made alive, who were dead in tres 
  passes and sins, - You were once dead You were once dead 

 • To A BELIEVER - John 10.10 says: I am come that they might have life!!, and that they  
  might have it more abundantly!

One is dead and the other is alive, because of Jesus! Once you were dead but now in Christ you have:

Faith          Love for the saintsFaith          Love for the saints
      
  Hope       Truth  Hope       Truth
      
    Fruit    Grace    Fruit    Grace
          
          Love in the Spirit          Love in the Spirit
But not just these ... Galatians 5.22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, Amen! The lord Jesus brings life!

In summary verses 4 – 8 show us:
THANKFULNESS FOR THE GOSPEL and what the physical signs of a believer are!THANKFULNESS FOR THE GOSPEL and what the physical signs of a believer are!

Matthew 7.16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs 
from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good 
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them.

Even when in prison Paul exhibit these qualities:

Faith in JesusFaith in Jesus
PeacePeace
LoveLove
JoyJoy

Love for the saints Hope for the future Truth in the  GospelLove for the saints Hope for the future Truth in the  Gospel
Fruits of the SpiritFruits of the Spirit
Love in the SpiritLove in the Spirit

LongsufferingLongsuffering
KindnessKindness
GoodnessGoodness

GraceGrace
As believers we should be showing these qualities … even if you were in prison for you’re faith like 

Paul, or if there is turmoil in the world and tremendous pressure. You can still exhibit all the things 
mentioned and have inner peace because of Jesus. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.


