
The Lord is going to give us his power, his authority over the powers of darkness. So, as I said, the enemy is stronger than we are, but (1 John 4.4) He who is in us is greater 
than he who is in the world. We have one who is greater than the enemy in us if we have Jesus Christ living within us. And as Moses lifted up his hands in prayer, we pray and 

trust in Jesus to do the work of defending us and defeating the enemy in the battle, as Joshua won the victory in the battle over Amalek. 
So, Amalek is more than just a physical group of people, it represents a spiritual power which is coming against God’s people. And, if we want to win the victory over that 
spiritual power, we have to be in the one who is victorious already. That’s Yeshua, Jesus the Messiah. We have to lift up His name and His power, and it’s God who gives us 

the victory. And it says: (Exodus 17.15) The Lord is my Banner, Jehovah Nissi. 
Who is the Banner? His Banner over me is love. His Banner is power, His banner is the authority which is given to us through Jesus the Messiah. In the Name of Jesus, we 
have the victory. Jesus said: (John 12:32) And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. And (Proverbs 18:10) the Lord is a strong tower. There’s that 

chorus we sing, isn’t it? ‘The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it and we are saved’. And so, we have One who’s on our side and is greater. 
And I believe we need to be very much aware of these forces which are in the world because, as I believe, we’re living in the last days. We’re going to see that in the end 

time battle it’s going to become much more fierce. And the powers of darkness want to blot out the Name of Jesus from the earth and put down His people, just as Amalek 
wanted to blot out Israel, and to prevent them from getting into the Promised Land. 

So, there is a battle which is taking place but the enemy is not going to succeed. There will be a battle. Jesus spoke about persecutions, about false prophets coming and 
leading people astray, and about all manner of difficulties coming to God’s people in the last days.

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary on 1 John 4:4
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/jfb/1_john/4.htm

4. Ye—emphatical: Ye who confess Jesus: in contrast to “them,” the false teachers.
overcome them—(1Jo 5:4, 5); instead of being “overcome and brought into (spiritual) bondage” by them 

(2Pe 2:19). Joh 10:8, 5, “the sheep did not hear them”: “a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.”

he that is in you—God, of whom ye are.

he that is in the world—the spirit of Antichrist, the devil, “the prince of this world.”

Barnes’ Commentary on 1 John 4.4
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/barnes/1_john/4.htm

And have overcome them - Have triumphed over their arts and temptations; their endeavors to draw 
you into error and sin. The word them in this place seems to refer to the false prophets or teachers who 
collectively constituted antichrist. The meaning is, that they had frustrated or thwarted all their attempts 

to turn them away from the truth.

Because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world - God, who dwells in your hearts, and by 
whose strength and grace alone you have been enabled to achieve this victory, is more mighty than Sa-
tan, who rules in the hearts of the people of this world, and whose seductive arts are seen in the efforts 

of these false teachers. The apostle meant to say that it was by no power of their own that they achieved 
this victory, but it was to be traced solely to the fact that God dwelt among them, and had preserved 

them by his grace. What was true then is true now. He who dwells in the hearts of Christians by his Spirit, 
is infinitely more mighty than Satan, “the ruler of the darkness of this world;” and victory, therefore, over 

all his arts and temptations may be sure. In his conflicts with sin, temptation, and error, the Christian 
should never despair, for his God will insure him the victory.

Cambridge Commentary on 1 John 4:4
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/cambridge/1_john/4.htm

4. Ye are of God] As in 1 John 2:20 the Apostle passes abruptly from the false teachers to his 
true children with an emphatic pronoun, made still more emphatic here by the asyndeton. Ye, 

in marked contrast to them, are of God.

and have overcome them] By withstanding the seducers they have proved their superiority. 
In the masculine ‘them’ (αὐτούς) the Apostle passes from the antichristian spirits to the false 
prophets who are their mouth-pieces. Comp. ‘And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee 
from him; for they know not the voice of strangers’ (John 10:5): thus the stranger is defeated.

because greater is He that is in you] Not in their own strength has the victory been won, but in 
His whose word abideth in them (1 John 2:14). It is precisely for this reason that they may have 
confidence against all spiritual enemies: it is not confidence in themselves (1 Corinthians 15:57 

especially Ephesians 6:10-17).

he that is in the world] ‘The ruler of this world’ (John 12:31), the devil, the father of these lying 
teachers (1 John 3:10; John 8:44), whose works Christ came to destroy (1 John 3:8). By saying 
‘in the world’ rather than ‘in them’, the Apostle indicates that they belong to ‘the world’. “S. 
John constantly teaches that the Christian’s work in this state of probation is to conquer ‘the 
world’. It is, in other words, to fight successfully against that view of life which ignores God, 

against that complex system of attractive moral evil and specious intellectual falsehood which 
is organized and marshalled by the great enemy of God, and which permeates and inspires 

non-Christianized society” (Liddon).


