
We know that Jesus truly has the words of eternal life, and He’s the one who’s going to truly take us to the place where we want to go, to be with Him for all eternity. 
And you’re not going to give up on that, even if life here, on this world, gets tough. And life is pretty tough at the moment, isn’t it? It’s tough for you, it’s tough for 

me as well. Do you like the lockdown? No, but whether you’re a Christian or not, you have to suffer for the same things as people in the world. 
And sometimes people think: ‘Well, why doesn’t God stop it all?’ Sometimes, there are things which happen in this world which are going to be difficult. They’re 
going to test us. They’re going to try us. I wish the lockdown would end tomorrow. But I can’t do anything about it. It’s in the hands of people who have political 
power, and they’re going to make their decisions. We can see that things are happening in this world which are going right against what we want to happen. We 

can see all kinds of forces coming up in the world which are Antichrist; which are preparing the way – I believe – for the Great Tribulation. As you see in the Book of 
Revelation and in Jesus’ words concerning the Second Coming. We don’t want those things to happen, and we’re going to be affected by these things happening, 
whether we like it or not. You could be a Christian and you’re living in a war zone. If they’re dropping bombs on you, you’re going to suffer along with everybody 

else. You can be living in a time when there’s a pandemic going on, you may also suffer from the disease as well as everybody else. 
And sometimes, we unfortunately preach a message which says: ‘Come to Jesus and everything’s going to be all right’. Even some of our choruses, you know, they 

say ‘In the presence of Jesus all our problems disappear’. Well, if it doesn’t work out like that, then you might end up actually becoming a little bit sceptical and 
doubtful because you may go through difficulties. We go through difficulties, all of us do, and we need to know that Jesus is with us.

Why doesn’t God stop all bad things from happening? by Michael Pfundner - 23 March 2020
I suspect more people than usual will currently be asking this question. Christians naturally turn to the 
Bible, yet the Bible offers no seamless answer to the problem of pain. It speaks in stories and images, 
and tackles this thorny issue in more ways than one.
The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 5 that death came into the world through Adam. Genesis 3 adds 
that evil, embodied by the snake, was already there, before humans ate of the forbidden fruit. Job 
reminds us that suffering is a mystery and the only sensible response is to submit to the sovereignty 
of God. Ecclesiastes suggests that suffering is the great leveller and that the equation, righteous living 
= God’s blessing, doesn’t always add up. The Old Testament prophets tend to draw a link between Is-
rael’s disobedience and God’s judgement. In the New Testament, the evil and suffering we encounter 
in daily life is merely the tip of the iceberg: a fierce cosmic battle between God/Jesus on the one hand 
and Satan/evil spirits on the other.
In other words, the Bible seems to say that there is no straightforward answer to the problem of 
suffering. It is multifaceted. It is complex. And like Job, we have to admit our inability to second-guess 
God. He is sovereign. The great thing is that in the midst of turmoil, Job still hears the voice of God. He 
has suffered. He has been tested. But he hasn’t been abandoned.
Let’s imagine someone in a situation of extreme distress or even mortal danger. Which would provide 
more solace? An elegant, reasoned, watertight answer to why this is happening to this unfortunate in-
dividual and why God is not stopping it? Or the experience of Paul: 'The peace of God, which surpass-
es all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus' (Philippians 4.7)?

My native language is German, and ‘Autumn’ is one of the 20th-century Austrian poet Rainer 
Maria Rilke’s poems that has entered the collective German-speaking consciousness. He starts off 
by describing the leaves falling from the trees and then uses it as a metaphor for universal death 
and decay. Rilke doesn’t conclude that, therefore, God is either callous or doesn’t exist. On the 
contrary – like Job and like Paul, he concludes: 'Thus all doth fall ... but there is One who holds 
this falling infinitely softly in His hands.' In other words, while we can’t know for sure why God is 
not stopping individual or collective crises from happening, we can know that his presence and 
his peace are still there to guard our hearts and minds.

The Problem of Evil: Why Doesn’t God Stop Tragedy? by Wesley Baines
Our world has never been a place of ease. Torn by war, famine, disease, and natural disasters, the earth, 
and the humanity that dwells upon it, are regularly rocked by tragedy. Our recent past, certainly, is rife 
with it, with incidents such as the shooting at the Pulse nightclub in Orlando being a prime example. But 
how do we reconcile the reality of tragedy—of the existence of evil—with the existence of God? How do 
we hold to the idea that God is all-powerful, all-knowing, and also all-loving, yet allowed something like 
the Holocaust to happen? Do we simply let go of our faith, declaring it untenable? No—this is a problem 
worthy of exploration, one that Christians have struggled with since the Fall, but it’s not one that is without 
an answer. The answer to this problem boils down to one concept—that of free will.
God is inarguably good. Psalm 145:9 sums up God’s scriptural character well with “The Lord is good to all; 
He has compassion on all He has made”. Jesus later reinforces this in Matthew 19:17, saying that “There 
is only One who is good,” speaking of God. He is also definitively all-powerful and all-knowing, attributes 
which God, Himself declares to Job throughout Job 38. So if God is, scripturally, all-knowing, all-powerful, 
and good, shouldn’t all evil intention be squashed before it can bloom into consequence?...
But imagine that God chooses to stop all evil as soon as it begins, that the choice to commit an evil act 
is simply no longer possible. Mass shootings stop. There are no more terrorist attacks. No more drunken 
drivers. Nothing. Seems great, right? Think on where this line of reasoning goes. God’s lockdown on evil 
would affect everything—all choices, from the decision to fire a gun, to the decision to jaywalk, to the deci-
sion to talk back to your parents. Suddenly, actual free will is gone, and all moral responsibility is gone from 
us. We lose our ability to choose to be good, and without that choice we are no longer beings made in the 
image of God. We would be puppets, and God does not want automatons. It would be either that, or God 
would have to remove us all, as well all are naturally sinners. But, no--He loves us so much that He allows 
us to exist and operate with free will—we get to choose how to best act. But we also have to face the con-
sequences of our actions.
But what of natural evils such as disease and earthquakes and other such events? This seems a more 
difficult question, but we can again look to free will for the answer. Scripturally, nature was corrupted by 
the choices of the very first humans. Before Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit, there was no imper-
fection in nature. Natural evil has its source in moral evil, as we can see in Genesis 3:14-19, which details 
the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin. And what of the fact that the forbidden Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil existed in the first place? Did God place it there to purposefully tempt Adam and Eve? No—it 
was there so that they would have a choice, so that they could exercise their free will each day, choosing to 
love and obey God....
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