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Exodus 17.8-16 - War with Amalek. 
 
Victory over the Amalekites 

8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, 
“Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the 
top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, 
and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the 
hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when 
he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they 
took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his 
hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with 
the edge of the sword. 

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and 
recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-
Lord-Is-My-Banner; 16 for he said, “Because the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have 
war with Amalek from generation to generation.” 

Previous verses – The Israelites face problem of lack of food and water.  The Lord 
supernaturally provides both.  Issue of faith and trust in the Lord.  V7 ‘Is the Lord among us 
or not?’ 

Miraculous provision shows that the Lord is among them.  He will get them to their 
destination.  What God begins He will bring to completion.   

Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; Philippians 1.6 

The aim is to teach Israel things concerning Himself through difficulties they encounter. So 
it is with us. 

The Amalekites represent the next test.  Israel faces a physical enemy attacking them.  In 
this too we see a lesson on spiritual warfare which affects us as believers. 

V 8-9.  An unprovoked attack by Amalekites.  Moses calls Joshua to lead armies of Israel 
into battle.  First mention of Joshua – Yehoshua in Hebrew parallel with Jesus.   

Genesis 36.12.  Amalek was the grandson of Esau, Jacob’s twin brother.  He becomes a 
type of Israel’s constant and inveterate foe.  What is his relation to Jacob? Some speculate 
they may have known of the promise given to Jacob, Esau’s twin brother about the land of 
Canaan.  Seeing the possible fulfilment of this, Amalek decided to attack Israelites to prevent 
this promise being fulfilled.  It was a threat to the Amalekites’ territory in the Negev.   

Deuteronomy 25.17 – a cowardly attack.  “Remember what Amalek did to you on the 
way as you were coming out of Egypt, 18 how he met you on the way and attacked 
your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and 
he did not fear God. 19 Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your God has given you 
rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you 
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to possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven. You shall not forget. 

Verses 10-11.  Israel to fight a physical war with Amalek.  War in the Old Testament. Israel 
a nation – faces enemies wanting to drive them out of their territory.  Exodus as liberation 
war.  Joshua confronting an offensive war.  Israel is mostly defending itself.  Israel today.  
IDF (Israel Defense Forces) in a hostile neighbourhood.  Israel needs an army to defend 
itself.  So do we.  Our war in the spiritual realm against powers of darkness operating through 
opponents of the Gospel.  We need to defend ourselves with the Lord as our deliverer. 

To fight the war both in the flesh and in the spirit.  Significance of Moses taking his rod in 
his hand and holding up his hand.  The rod. Verse 4  

Exodus 4.  Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they will not believe me or 
listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The Lord has not appeared to you.’” 2 So 
the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” 3 And He said, 
“Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and 
Moses fled from it. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and 
take it by the tail” (and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in 
his hand), 5 “that they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 
6 Furthermore the Lord said to him, “Now put your hand in your bosom.” And he put 
his hand in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, like 
snow. 7 And He said, “Put your hand in your bosom again.” So he put his hand in 
his bosom again, and drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored like 
his other flesh. 8 “Then it will be, if they do not believe you, nor heed the message of 
the first sign, that they may believe the message of the latter sign.’  

Exodus 7 8 Then the Lord spoke to Moss and Aaron, saying, 9 “When Pharaoh 
speaks to you, saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall say to 
Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a 
serpent.’” 10 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as 
the Lord commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his 
servants, and it became a serpent. 11 But Pharaoh also called the wise men 
and the [b]sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with 
their [c]enchantments. 12 For every man threw down his rod, and they became 
serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. 13 And Pharaoh’s heart grew 
hard, and he did not heed them, as the Lord had said. 

Exodus 7.20 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and 
stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, 
over their ponds, and over all their pools of water, that they may become blood. And 
there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in buckets of wood 
and pitchers of stone.’” And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the Lord commanded. 
So he lifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of 
Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river 
were turned to blood. 

Exodus 14 And the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of 
Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea 
and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+7&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-1697b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+7&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-1697c
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the sea. 17 And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow 
them. So I will gain honour over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his 
horsemen.  

Signs – The power over Satan – The serpent.  The Rod.  Over sickness.  Power in his 
hand and in the rod.  Delegated power of God.  Power in the name of Jesus. 

Luke 9 Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. 2 He sent them to preach the 
kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

Moses lifting up his hands in prayer and stretching forth the rod means exercising power in 
spiritual realm over the demonic forces behind Amalek.  Biblical events take place in the 
natural realm (earth) but they are a manifestation of the spiritual realm (God and Satan) that 
exists alongside us.  UFO article?  Parallel universe.  Multiverse.  While Joshua fights the 
battle.  These worlds (spiritual and natural) work together in Prayer and action.  Prayer 
means this battle has something to do with God and with the devil.  Significance of Joshua’s 
name = Jesus.  He fought with and conquered enemies.  He brought the people into the 
promised land.   

Moses lifting up his hands – from the top of the hill. He could see the battle and communicate 
with God.  Helped by Aaron his brother and Hur (Jewish sources husband of Miriam, his 
sister).   

Moses supported the battle behind the scenes, busy in prayer. Held up his hand = Israelite 
posture of prayer.  The fate of Israel in battle depended on Moses’ intercession because 
when he prayed Israel prevailed. When he stopped praying Amalek prevailed.  Life and 
death, victory and defeat depended on Moses prayer.  Don’t copy it.  This was God’s way 
with Moses.  With us it is different.  Although the Principle remains the same.   

Verses 12-13.  Moses’ hands became heavy.  The job of supporting the battle in prayer was 
difficult and Moses could not easily continue. We might think that fighting was the hard work 
and praying was the easy work, but true prayer is also hard work.   

We face attacks by the enemy.  Especially when we go out into his territory to take the Word 
of God there.  We need defence against him. If you are on the front line battling for the Lord, 
it is good to know there are people behind the scenes praying for you.  Paul describes the 
work of prayer as vital in the spiritual battles he faced and the churches faced as they 
stepped out in faith in the Lord.  He spoke of Epaphras ‘always labouring fervently for you 
in prayers (Colossians 4.12) and said that we must continue earnestly in prayer being 
vigilant in it with thanksgiving.’  Colossians 4.2 

Aaron and Hur came alongside Moses to support him in his ministry, literally holding his 
hands up.  Their help was successful and ‘his hands were held steady until the going 
down of the sun.’  We too need the fellowship of the saints.  In a spiritual battle – it is all 
too much for one man.  We need others to pray with us. 

So, Joshua defeated Amalek with the edge of the sword.  Prayer for Israel was vital for 
the victory.  Joshua going out to fight the battle was vital too.  Without this, Israel could 
have been wiped out by enemy before they got to Sinai to receive the Law and to the 
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Promised land.  The purposes of God would have been thwarted.  The course of history 
changed.   

Praying Moses did not eliminate what Joshua had to do. The battle was won with prayer, 
bringing God into it, but also through human instruments – the work of the army, led by 
Joshua. “Prayer is a downright mockery if it does not lead us into the practical use of 
means likely to promote the ends for which we pray.” (Spurgeon) 

Verses 14-16 Perpetual battle with Amalek.  Amalek becomes more than just one of Israel’s 
enemy’s – Amalek becomes a type of the perpetual enmity between the devil and his people 
and the Lord and His people.  Amalek and the Amalekites are in continual conflict with Israel.  
God is to blot out the remembrance of Amalek under heaven.  Is this a racist way of picking 
on one group of people, or a type of the ultimate end of blotting out, eliminating the powers 
of darkness in their continual spiritual war with the people of God? 

Amalek seen as not just fighting against Israel, but fighting against God. Therefore, the Lord 
has war with Amalek from generation to generation. 
 
Balaam’s prophecy.  Numbers 24.20 Then he looked on Amalek, and he took up his 
oracle and said: “Amalek was first among the nations, But shall be last until he 
perishes.” 
 
Judges 6-7 Amalekites with Midianites come to destroy Israel in days of Gideon. Judges 
6.3 Then all the Midianites and Amalekites, the people of the East, gathered together; 
and they crossed over and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 
 
1 Samuel 15.  God commanded Saul to continue the fight against Amalek, to bring complete 
judgment upon them for their ancient sin against Israel (Saul partially obeyed the Lord but 
kept their king (Agag) alive and plundered and kept their goods, contrary to God’s command.  
Samuel then rebukes him and says the kingdom will be taken away from him for his 
disobedience to God’s command, Samuel then kills Agag himself. 
 
Descendants of the Amalekite king Agag remain and are also known as Agagites.  Agagite 
= Amalekite.  A promintent Amalekite is Haman the Agagite in Esther 3.1. 
 
Name Agag means ‘high lofty’.  Hebrew word for roof = Gag.  Connection also to name Og 
of Bashan – giant enemy of Israel in Bashan (Golan).  Also, Gog and Magog – Gog = ‘high 
and lofty enemy of God’ – Magog = people of Gog.  Come against Israel in last days battle 
of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel 38-9.  Also used of final battle in Revelation 20 when Satan 
is released from abyss and gathers his people to fight against the Lord in last battle of Gog 
and Magog.  Different from Ezekiel 38-9. 
 
So, the spirit of Amalek becomes a picture not just of this particular people who were 
enemies of Israel, but of the perpetual hostility of Satan and demon powers against the 
people of God. This is why God has perpetual war against Amalek.   
 
New Testament terms this becomes a picture of the spiritual warfare we are engaged 
in with Satan and demon powers.   
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1 Peter 5 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, 
knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 
 
Ephesians 6 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 
whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand…. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which 
you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints— 19 and for me, that utterance may 
be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the 
gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I 
ought to speak. 

It can also be seen as the battle of the flesh and the spirit within ourselves. 

Galatians 5 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and 
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you 
wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of 
the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and 
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God…. 22 But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control.  Against such there is no law. And those who 
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires…. 25 If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one 
another, envying one another. 

Victory in Jesus 

Colossians 2 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 
 

In this spiritual battle it is our relationship with the Lord that gives us the victory. The 
enemy is stronger that we are but we are stronger than he is with Jesus on our side. As 
Moses lifted up his hands in prayer we pray and trust in Jesus / Joshua to do the work of 
defeating the enemy in the battle.  The Lord is the banner.  It is God who gives the 
victory.  Jehovah Nissi – often a banner will have the name of the one who is being lifted 
up.  The name of the Lord is a strong and mighty tower.  In the name of Jesus, we have the 
victory.  I if I am lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me.   
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We are now in the end time battle which will get more and more fierce.   
 
1 Timothy 4 1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart 
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 
 
The powers of darkness want to blot out the name of Jesus from the earth and put down His 
people.  But they will not succeed.  Matthew 24.8-12  
 
In prophetic terms Amalek comes to identify with the forces of Antichrist that will 
come in the last days assault on Israel and the true church. This perpetual battle 
between good and evil, God and Satan will reach its climax in the last days battle which will 
finally bring the Lord Jesus back to defeat the armies of the beast and the false prophet and 
bring in His Millennial rule.  Revelation 19 
 
In this battle let’s lift up the name of Jesus and the banner of His cross – death and 
resurrection – knowing that in His name is the ultimate and eternal victory over the powers 
of darkness and in His name, we will enter into the Promised Land of the kingdom of God 
and are delivered from hell and damnation.   


