
Bitter Waters – Tony Pearce 

22 So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out into the 

Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the wilderness and found 

no water. 23 Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of 

Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was 

called [d]Marah. 24 And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What 

shall we drink?” 25 So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a 

tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. 

There He made a statute and an [e]ordinance for them, and there He tested 

them, 26 and said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and 

do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His 

statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the 

Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.” 

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve wells of water and seventy 

palm trees; so they camped there by the waters. 
 

3 days in the wilderness.  They had just seen the most spectacular miracle of God saving 

them from Pharaoh and his army.  But now the reality of the situation was that they found 

themselves with no home, no food, no water.  They did not know where they were or where 

they were going.  Started to grumble.  No water.  Maximum a person can go without water 

before danger of death sets in is 3 days.  Then they come to a place where there is water.  

Answer?  But the water is Marah / bitter.  They cannot drink it.  Disappointment, fear.  No 

water, no life.  Sometimes we find that after great experience of the Lord there comes the 

experience of bitterness, something bad happens.  Can we go on?  Is all lost?  This lockdown 

and the present situation in London and the world speaks of a really bitter experience for the 

world and for us. Can we go on?  Disillusion.  People complain to Moses.   

 

If God has gone to so much trouble to get Israel out of Egypt and through the Red Sea and 

save them from Pharaoh’s army, is He going to let them die of thirst in the wilderness a few 

days later?  God is able not only to save us but also to keep us.  Big lesson of Israel’s 

wilderness experience.  He is able to turn the bitter water of Marah into sweet water they can 

drink and so sustain them in their journey.  He is able to turn our bitter experience into 

something sweet which is able to sustain us on our spiritual journey.  Moses cries out to the 

Lord.  We too must cry out to the Lord.  One of the things missing in this CV crisis is any call 

to prayer and to seek God.  To ask God for mercy from judgement and disease and the plague 

which is so often in the Bible a sign of God’s judgment. 
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