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This begins the final week which is leading up 
to the crucifixion. The event took place on the 
Jewish day (in the Hebrew calendar) of the tenth 
of Nisan which is significant as we shall see lead-
ing up to the crucifixion of Jesus which is going 
to take place on the 14th day of Nisan, the day 
of the Passover.

It's a central event in the coming of the Lord 
Jesus as the fulfilment of Bible prophecy is cen-
tring on Him as a ‘suffering servant’, coming into 
Jerusalem to fulfil His role as the Saviour of the Saviour of the 
worldworld; to die for our sins, and to take up His role 
as the fulfilment of Bible prophecy of the suffer-
ing servant.

God has a time and a place for everything. The 
time for Jesus to die was Passover time. The place 
was Jerusalem. The means that He was to die was 
by crucifixion, by having His hands and His feet 
pierced.

All that was coming together as He rode into 
Jerusalem. Everything was building up to this, and 
this is actually the turning point in history. This is 
the most important thing which has happened 
since the Creation of the world: Jesus dying on Jesus dying on 
the cross as a sacrifice for our sinsthe cross as a sacrifice for our sins and its lead-
ing up to it.

And we see that this is the event which leads 
up to the final week of Jesus’ ministry.

The final week begins on the 10th of Nisan, 
Jesus walking, going into Jerusalem, leading up to 
the 14th day of Nisan, the Passover, which would 
take place just a few days later, which would lead 
to the crucifixion.

We see that Jesus was coming in humility, com-
ing as the suffering servant. Coming to suffer and 
to redeem us. 

He was coming from Bethany. If we look at the 
route of His trial (page 3 below), His entrance into Jerusalem, He was coming from Bethany which is 
on the East side of the Mount of Olives, up to a place called Bethphage, on the top of the mountain 
where He got the donkey which He rode into Jerusalem on.

Then, down the Mount of Olives, to the Kidron Valley, up into the Temple Mount. This is probably 
about two to three miles altogether.

The scene before Jesus (The triumphal entry) - Tony Pearce
1 Now when they drew near 

Jerusalem, and came to Beth-
phage, at the Mount of Olives, 
then Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go into 
the village opposite you, and 
immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with 
her. Loose them and bring 
them to Me. 3 And if anyone 
says anything to you, you shall 
say, ‘The Lord has need of 
them,’ and immediately he will 
send them.” 4 All this was done 
that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, 
saying:

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your King is coming 

to you, Lowly, and sitting on 
a donkey, A colt, the foal of a 
donkey.’ ”

6 So the disciples went and 
did as Jesus commanded them. 
7 They brought the donkey and 
the colt, laid their clothes on 
them, and set Him on them.

GOSPEL OF MATTHEW Chapter 21 verses 1-7
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ISSUE Nº1
Again, in Bethany, the previous night, Jesus had been there and John 12 tells us that six days before the 

Passover, Jesus was in Bethany, in the home of Mary and Martha, and Lazarus, whom He had just raised 
from the dead, who was also there. And we also read how, on this occasion, Mary took a pound of very cost-
ly spikenard oil and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair. It says that the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the oil. She was then rebuked by Judas but vindicated by Jesus saying that she 
had anointed Him for His burial. He said: For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have 
always. In pouring this fragrant oil on My body she did it for My burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherever 
this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to 
her. Matthew 26.13

So, in that, Jesus was showing that He knew where this journey was going to take Him to. It was taking It was taking 
Him to His death on the cross, His burial and His resurrection.Him to His death on the cross, His burial and His resurrection.

The very purpose for which He had come.The very purpose for which He had come.

On the 10th day of Nisan, the following day, He goes up to Bethphage. There's a whole crowd of people 
who have gathered because 
they've heard that Jesus is 
going right into Jerusalem. 
John tells us that many of 
the people had come already 
to Bethany to see the mira-
cle of Lazarus being raised 
from the dead. And they had 
now moved on the way to 
the entrance of Jesus into 
Jerusalem.

And as He came up to the 
Mount of Olives, He would 
have seen a view over Jeru-
salem. In fact, if you've been 
to Jerusalem, you've prob-
ably been on the Mount of 
Olives. That’s where you 

have this wonderful view over the old city of Jerusalem.

We talk about it being 
a mount. By the way, it's 
not like Mount Everest, 
it's a high hill. If you're 
a reasonably fit person, 
you could walk up from 
Gethsemane to the top 
of the Mount in about 
half an hour. If you're 
not feeling too fit, you 
could take a taxi, as Bar-
bara and I did last time, 
when we went to Jerusa-
lem. Then you have this 
wonderful view over the 
old city of Jerusalem and
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you can walk down the path which, you know, is pretty much the path which Jesus would have gone 

down on this wonderful day.

Jesus, of course, wouldn't have seen 
the mosque there on the Dome of the 
Rock. That was put up much later. Proba-
bly, we may have some difficulty going to 
Jerusalem now because of all the restric-
tions, but I tell you: there is a day com-there is a day com-
ing when, if you believe in Jesus, you ing when, if you believe in Jesus, you 
are going to go to Jerusalem and you're are going to go to Jerusalem and you're 
going to see this viewgoing to see this view, perhaps not with 
the Dome of the Rock on it, but it says 
in the Book of Zechariah that Jesus is 
going to come and stand on the Mount 
of Olives and He's going to come with all 
the saints with Him.

So, if you've been taken before either by death or by the Rapture of the Church, you are going to you are going to 
come back with Jesus in glorified bodies and you're going to stand on the Mount of Olives and see come back with Jesus in glorified bodies and you're going to stand on the Mount of Olives and see 
that view over Jerusalemthat view over Jerusalem (minus the mosque). But it'll probably be a bit different by the time Jesus 
returns, because there will have been a bit of a battle taking place at that time. This is the view over 
Jerusalem.

Jesus wouldn't have seen this view (right), He'd 
have seen something more like this one (below). That's 
a representation of what the Temple may have looked 
like from the Mount of Olives. You can see the building 
in the middle of it. You can see the courts on either 
side, open space. And it's probable that, most of the 

time, when Jesus was teaching the crowds in 
the Temple, it would have been in that open 
space around the Temple. It is also possible that, 
when Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, he 
would have been there. When the crowds would 
have assembled and that would have been the 
scene for the day of Pentecost.

If you look on the North side of the building, you can see there's a building there with four Towers. 
That is the Antonia Fortress which Herod the Greater built and which was the scene where the Roman 
soldiers were now stationed. Some 600 roman soldiers would have been stationed there. Also, that 
is where Pilate would have had his court and, most likely, where the trial of Jesus before Pilate would 
have taken place.

As He looked down on the city of Jerusalem, He saw that before Him, He saw the Temple in front As He looked down on the city of Jerusalem, He saw that before Him, He saw the Temple in front 
of Himof Him.
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