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I often say that one of the main signs of the Sec-
ond Coming of Jesus is the return of the Jewish peo-
ple to the land of Israel. There’s a number of scrip-
tures like Jeremiah 31 which says:

So, we're the generation which has seen 
the return of the Jewish people to the land 
of Israel, and all the events which have taken 
place around it. We see that it is, right now, 
continues to be, a subject of controversy, a 
subject of concern, and it's also a fulfilment 
of Bible prophecy.

At same time, we see it's a country like 
any other, with all its problems, like any other. 
We see the present troubles which it has is over how it's going to get a government for example. 
It's just had its fourth election which took place last Tuesday. This election has again, once again, 
given no clear majority to the Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu.

His opponents have no clear path towards a Knesset majority, that is, towards a majority in 
the government. The Israeli election results show the country's political gridlock will continue.

The results of last Tuesday's election confirmed that Netanyahu's Likud party won the most 
seats, 30. His block of right wing Likud and religious supporters altogether have about 52 seats 
in the Parliament, while the opposition to the Israeli leader have 57 between them.

To have a majority in the Israeli election you need to have 61 seats, that's over half of the 120 
members. The problem with Israeli politics is that it's based on a proportional representation 
system in which you have a continual splitting of parties into smaller parties which are then 
coalesced and come together, then split again. Often, they revolve around a person rather than 
a policy. So, it's actually making for a fairly chaotic system which really doesn't work anymore.

Netanyahu could have a majority if all of the people who are like-minded came together, 
which would be a sort of right-of-centre coalition including the new party of a man called Gide-
on Sa'ar, the New Hope Party and the Israel Beitenu Party of Avigdor Lieberman. But both of 
those gentlemen do not like Mr Netanyahu and won't enter into a cabinet coalition with him.

Sa'ar actually wanted to be the leader of the Likud party. Netanyahu didn't let him do that 
so he left and formed his own party. So, you have all these little parties forming and Netanyahu 
can't make a majority. The opposition can't make a majority either so, it's quite possible that 
Israel will head for another round of elections, a fifth round, this summer. This has led to a kind 
of paralysis of government. It also leads to the issue about whether Israel's system really works  
when neither block of parties has enough to make a majority.

Probably, the only way to resolve this would be for Netanyahu himself to stand down and 
let somebody else rule Likud. Then, they could come together with the other parties. But he 
doesn't want to do this because he's actually facing a corruption charge which would apply if he 
was no longer Prime Minister. He also thinks he's the best man to lead Israel, which he probably 
is, actually.
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 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations,
 And declare it in the isles afar off, and say,
 ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him,

 And keep him as a shepherd does his flock.’
And in Ezekiel 36.24:

 For I will take you from among the nations,  
       gather you out of all countries, and bring 

you into your own land.
In Psalm 102.16 it says: 

For the Lord shall build up Zion;
He shall appear in His glory.
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ISSUE Nº1
Now it's a bit of a mess, to put it mildly. And it's why 

some of the rabbis are saying that we need the Messi-
ah now. Because He needs to govern Israel and bring 
peace: ‘we need the government to be upon his shoulder’. 
Of course, it doesn't work like that, because, when the 
Messiah comes, it's going to be a completely different 
order. But one reason why Netanyahu wants to stay in 
power is that he wants to play a strong line on any peace 
talks with the Palestinians which may be coming up or 
in any dealings with Iran.

He doesn't want to give up territories in the West Bank, Judea, and Samaria, and he doesn't want 
to see any future division of Jerusalem. He's opposed to any removal of the pressure which was put on 
Iran, particularly when Donald Trump removed America from the 'no sanctions’ regime which  Obama 
had established and which put a lot of pressure on the Iranian government.

So, Netanyahu is in the wrong framework as far as what we call the 'New World Order' forces are 
concerned. They want him out and so do the US Democrats. The Biden administration would like to 
take up peace talks again and broach the Iran talks where Obama left off which would be to push for 
an Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank, from Jerusalem as the capital of Israel into, again, a divided 
city. They're also looking for some kind of Iran agreement. 

Now Israel and its new friends in the Arab world are opposed to any lifting of sanctions on Iran. 
Such sanctions have actually prevented Iran from doing some of its worst deeds in the Middle East. 
But it's still creating a lot of problems with its support of terrorist organizations including Hezbollah 
in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and its support for the Assad regime in Syria and for some fairly 
nasty people in Iraq as well.

Iran is also working towards a nuclear bomb on which firing line Israel would see itself as being. 
Just recently, the skirmishes between Israel and Iran have continued. Only last week, there was an 
attack on an Israeli ship by Iran. Netanyahu himself has discussed the possibility of an attack on Iranian 
nuclear facilities in January and continuing attacks on Iranian positions in Syria.

Netanyahu is the strong man for Israel who is defending it against the dangers coming from Iran 
particularly, but also from the possibility of a peace deal which would divide Israel again and would 
divide Jerusalem again. You can see that Jerusalem - ‘the burdensome stone’ - is in the frame. This is 
what Zechariah chapter 12 says: that Jerusalem would be the burdensome stone burdening all nations.

It's also telling that France has been showing an interest in the Middle East in recent times.  Pres-
ident Macron has shown an interest in a Middle East settlement, and has been involved in Lebanon. 
He's opposing Iran on the nuclear issue. He 
has also joined with Greece, Cyprus, and Israel 
in actions against Turkey who want to have 
a line on the pipeline which Greece, Cyprus, 
Israel and Egypt are building to the Europe-
an Union. France has actually sent warships 
into the area for a joint naval exercise and it's 
interesting that Macron's position is actually 
quite sympathetic to Israel on many issues.

So, some are seeing Macron as someone 
who's going could bring about a peace settle-
ment with Israel. He's actually interested in 
working on some kind of a peace settlement.
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Now, with this in mind, Netanyahu says that Israel needs, at this present time, to have a 

strong leader to resist the pressure from the world, the pressure to withdraw from Judea and 
Samaria, from Jerusalem and to stand strong against Iran and its influence.

The New World Order people probably want Netanyahu out of the way because of this, 
because they see him as a barrier to peace, someone who doesn't want to divide Jerusalem.

Now, Netanyahu has his faults, but for Israel, I’d say he probably still is the best man to lead 
it at the present time. Interestingly, it all comes down to Jerusalem in the end, and who's going 
to stand for Jerusalem or not. In the Bible, it's clear that Jerusalem is going to be the focus of 
attention in the last days' scenario, and that some kind of a peace settlement over Jerusalem is 
going to take place according to Daniel chapter 9 verse 27. 

And again, it's interesting that you've got now a European power taking interest in it, not just 
the Americans. If that's the case, it would fit in with Daniel 9.27 which sees somebody coming 
out of what, I believe, is the revived Roman Empire - the European Union - taking place here.

Israel has its own issue with the vaccination program.
Israel itself has actually made the most advances on this 
system and has achieved most success in the vaccination 
process.

It's now very much moving in the direction of this ‘green 
pass’ idea, to open up public spaces to those who've been 
vaccinated, issuing green passes for access to various ven-
ues, including shopping malls, houses of worship, cultural 
events, gyms, hotels, swimming pools and ensure that those 
eligible to enter hold a required valid ID and the so-called 
‘green pass’ vaccination certificate. Israel's Health Ministry 
is advancing a bill to prevent employees from going back to 
work in certain jobs unless they've been vaccinated.

A lot of Israelis are quite opposed to this, or very opposed 
to it. And they find themselves being censored and shut out 

of society. They claim that the government is taking people's medical records and sending them 
to the local municipalities so they will know who's taken the vaccine and who has not. They feel 
this is creating a divided society, a sort of 'Apartheid' society even, between the ones who are 
in and the ones who are out, between those have been vaccinated and those who have not. 
One of the protesters said ‘whatever happens here, will happen everywhere’.

We see Israel as an 'experiment nation' on how this is going to work. The green pass has also 
been used to apply for entrance into synagogues. I have seen pictures of Israeli soldiers actually 
going into synagogues and confronting Orthodox Jews over what they're doing there. 

It will also apply, of course, to any resumption of tourism. Last year, there were almost no 
tourists to Israel, and a significant part of Israel's economy was devastated because of this. Also, 
tourism tends to be a source of interest in Israel and a lot of Christians go there and adopt a 
vision of support for Israel. Going to Israel has been part of a movement to get Christian interest 
and support for the state of Israel. If this is going to be renewed, revived, it's clear that visitors 
are going to have to carry not just an ordinary passport, but some kind of a green passport to 
show that they've been vaccinated; and only those who have this will be allowed in. That rep-
resents another marker, if you like, of what's going in the country. 
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ISSUE Nº1There have also been some interesting developments on the Temple Mount. If you know any-
thing about it, you know that the Temple Mount, where the Jewish temple once stood, where 
the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque stand nowadays, is the most important part of 
Jerusalem and of the land itself.

In 1967, when Israel took control of the old city of Jerusalem, they handed back control of the 
Temple Mount area to what they call the Waqf, which is the Islamic Authority which was imposed 
by Jordan and meant that Israel no longer has jurisdiction, no authority, over what takes place on 
the Temple Mount. It’s very difficult for Jews to go up to the Temple Mount. There are still some 
restrictions on that, though recently, there have been possibilities for Jews to go up and pray 
there. But there are groups of Jews, Orthodox Jews particularly, who want to rebuild the Temple 
('The Temple Mount Faithful’) and want to reinstitute Temple worship on that site.

As far as the Palestinians are concerned, this is a centrepiece of their attack on Israel. The last 
thing they want is any kind of Jewish temple on the site, and there were two articles of interest on 
this subject: one in a secular Jewish paper called Israel Hayom which wrote on the 12th of March: 

"Two events of historical and religious significance that took place over the last 24 hours point 
to a deeper layer in Jordan and Saudi Arabia's struggle for guardianship of the Islamic holy places 
on Jerusalem's Temple Mount. Israel has now been dragged into this struggle against its will. The 
Jordanian Crown Prince Hussein King Abdullah's son was about to enter the gates of the Temple 
Mount to perpetuate Jordan's formal status as the Muslims world's guardian of the site. However, 

the visit was cancelled at the last minute supposedly due to a disagreement 
over security arrangements. From the Jordanians perspective, this public 
flag-raising was urgently necessary given the unrefuted reports that anoth-
er Crown Prince from Riyadh was engaged in negotiation with Israel on 
whether Bin Salman would meet with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

When it comes to talks with the Saudis, the Temple Mount is also a priority as an Islamic power 
which already controls Mecca and Medina, the two holiest sites in Islam. Saudi Arabia has shown 
increasing interest in gaining a significant foothold at the Al-Aqsa Mosque, Israel's third holiest 
site. Riyadh is looking to create a new status quo at the site and is willing to invest tens of billions 
of dollars in Jerusalem and the Temple Mount and agree to some form of normalization of ties 
with Israel to this end. In return Saudi Arabia wants a senior role alongside Israel in running the 
Mount, instead of or alongside Jordan, among other things. Saudi Arabia is poised to reap huge 
dividends from such a move. It will gain access to the status of a religious power that controls the 
three holiest sites in Islam as well as ensure the defeat of President Erdogan's Turkey who's been 
unrelenting in his attempts to liberate the Mount from Israel. 

So, you've got all these Muslim powers, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan, all trying to vie for 
control of the Temple Mount. The article continues:

Jordan for its part is furious at the very notion that Saudi Arabia could be given a role in the site. 
The Hashemite Dynasty lost its role as the keeper of Islam's holy sites in Mecca and Medina after 
World War I and secondary guardianship over Israel's holy sites in Jerusalem was its consolation 
prize. This status is also reserved for Jordan within the framework of its ties with Israel following 
the six-day war in 1967. Palestinian politicians, clerics and terrorist warlords tirelessly invoke the 
Temple Mount and the Al-Aqsa Mosque as a running cry to stir up pan-Muslim emotions against 
Israel. ‘The Jews are threatening to Judaize this Islamic holy site’ claim the Palestinians even as 
they reject the biblical history of the Mount Moriah."

So, there's a question over who's going to rule the Temple Mount. Is that of interest to us? 
Well, 'yes', it is, because if the Bible says that there's going to be a third temple, that's where it 
has to be built. Something has to change in the present status of the Temple Mount for that to 
happen. If it went to Saudi Arabia, would that make it any more likely to happen? Well, on the 
strength of what most people think, 'no'.
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 But there was another interesting article in Israel Today which said:
"According to a bunch of Saudis and other Middle Eastern Arabs on social media, the Temple 

Mount and even Al-Aqsa itself aren't all that holy to them. Last week, on Twitter, Saudis conducted 
a campaign promoting Islam's holiest sites: Mecca and Medina, while downplaying the impor-
tance of Jerusalem in their religion and recognizing the Jewish connection to the Temple Mount, 
thus contradicting the Palestinian narrative on the matter. One man named Ib Tassam really got 
people heated when he said the Temple Mount is of no particular importance to Muslims like 
himself, and expressed his hope that the third Jewish temple will soon be built there."

That's a really extraordinary statement. He's saying that there's a possibility, that he wants, a 
third Jewish temple to be built there. It goes on:

"There were flood of tweets expressing support and even love for Israel, some noting that 
Jerusalem is actually the eternal capital of the Jewish people, another hoping for peace between 
Israel and Saudi Arabia so he can visit Tel Aviv and meet our cousins the Jews."

Tom Nissani, CEO of the Temple Mount and Temple Heritage Foundation [he is a Jewish Ortho-
dox man wanting to rebuild the temple] said "This is a golden opportunity to bring the Temple 
Mount into Israeli management that will be followed with full freedom of access and religion to 
the Mount in cooperation with the Emirates, Saudi Arabia, the Moroccans, the Jews and non-Jews, 
who will attain two shared goals."

One of the very controversial aspects of prophecy is the idea that Israel will build a third tem-
ple on the Mount. If it is rebuilt, it will not be something to be blessed by God. It will actually 
be something to be defiled by the Antichrist. But the fact that they are talking about this now is 
interesting. And if something comes out of it, some kind of a peace treaty with Israel in which 
they're allowed to rebuild a structure on that Temple Mount area, that would be another very 
significant movement in terms of Bible prophecy at the present time.

The Palestinians would be totally opposed to that and most Muslims would be as well, but 
could something change? Well, we'll see, but it's a possibility.

Another interesting thing with Israel. The Israeli Antiq-
uities Authority has discovered dozens of artifacts in caves 
around the Dead Sea. These include fragments of biblical 
texts dating back to manuscripts written in the first century. 
The archaeologists were then able to identify two passages of 
scripture, one from Zechariah chapter 8 verse 16 which says:

These are the things you shall do:
Speak each man the truth to his neighbor;
Give judgment in your gates for truth, justice, and peace;
The scroll fragments also contain verses from Nahum 

chapter 1 verse 5:
The mountains quake before Him, The hills melt,
And the earth heaves at His presence, Yes, the world and all who dwell in it.
A verse speaking about the coming of God's judgment. These are pretty relevant verses for 

today's world. They're also relevant to the Jewish people in the land. There are things happening 
in Israel, and it is always in the news. There's always something interesting happening there but 
all these things are pointing us towards the focus on Israel in the last days. 
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