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And as He came down the 
Mount of Olives, He was greet-
ed by this crowd of people wav-
ing palm branches and greet-
ing Him with the Messianic 
greeting, saying: Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord, Hosanna. The Lord says: 
Baruch haba shebem Adonai. 
Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord, which 
is a greeting for the coming of 
the Messiah.

So, you have this recep-
tion committee of people who 
were following Him and were 
excited to see Jesus coming see Jesus coming 
into Jerusalem, coming as the into Jerusalem, coming as the 
MessiahMessiah, riding into Jerusalem.

As they were saying these 
wonderful words: Blessed is 

He who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna! welcoming Him as the Son of David, the King of Son of David, the King of 
IsraelIsrael, we find that the Pharisees said to Jesus: Rebuke your disciples! Why did they say 'rebuke your 
disciples'? It's because they knew that these were the words of the greeting for the coming of the 
Messiah into Jerusalem and they didn't believe that Jesus was the Messiah. So, they said: 'tell them 
to shut up, they shouldn't be saying these things to you'. And what did Jesus say? He said: if they were 
shut up, the very stones would cry out. Because He really is the Messiah, He really is coming into Jeru-
salem, and this really is a significant moment in history, as Jesus rides into Jerusalem.

One of the things you 
notice as you look at the 
study of this passage 
and the events which are 
described in the other Gos-
pels is that, although we say 
that Jesus is despised and 
rejected of men (as is writ-
ten in Isaiah 53), which He 
is, we also find that Jesus 
was very popular and that 
He had a big crowd who 
were following Him.

There were many people who were listening to Him. In John 11, after Jesus raises Lazarus from the 
dead, the Chief Priest says: What shall we do? This man works many signs. If we let Him alone like this, 
everyone will believe in Him! And we see that there was a great crowd of people who were believing 
and listening to Jesus. Mark chapter 12.37 says: The common people heard Him gladly. 

Blessed is He (The triumphal entry) - Tony Pearce

8 And a very great multitude spread 
their clothes on the road; others cut 
down branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 Then the multitudes 
who went before and those who fol-
lowed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord!’ Hosanna in the 
highest!” 10 And when He had come into 
Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, 
“Who is this?” 11 So the multitudes said, 
“This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth 
of Galilee.” 

GOSPEL OF MATTHEW Chapter 21 verses 8-11
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Luke 19 verse 47 says: And He was teaching daily in the Temple but the chief priests the scribes and the 

leaders of the people sought to destroy Him and were unable to do anything for all the people were very 
attentive to hear Him. 

So, you can see that Jesus had a number of people, a large number of people, who were listening to Him, 
following Him. In fact, if you follow through this account of what's going to happen next, you see that's the 
reason why the whole scenario with Judas had to be set up, because the chief priests recognized that Jesus 
was very popular and they wanted to arrest Him, they wanted to get rid of Him.

In Matthew's Gospel you read that the chief priests, the scribes, the elders, and the people assembled at 
the place palace of the High Priest who was called Caiaphas and plotted to take Jesus by trickery, and to kill 
Him. But they said not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.

Do you see? Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people. They didn't want to arrest 
Jesus publicly because if they did that, there was going to be an uproar, there'd be some kind of manifestation 
of anger against the arrest of Jesus. That's why Judas had to be recruited to take them to where Jesus was at 
night, so He could be arrested secretly, at night, at Gethsemane. Also, for the trial to take place secretly at 
night and then, the events which would take place the following day, leading to the crucifixion.

But this tells us that Jesus, on one level, 
was very popular while on another level He 
was very unpopular. Who was He unpopular 
with? Certainly, He was unpopular with all the 
people He was calling 'hypocrites' and with 
the religious leaders who He was speaking 
against, who considered Him to be blasphem-
ing when He said that He was equal with the 
Father, who were opposed to His teaching, to 
His healing people on the Sabbath, who did 
all they could during their time to oppose Him, 
to attack Jesus.

He was only very unpopular with the 
people who were in the Temple, who were 
cleansed when He went into the Temple and 
did that act, which was His first act when He 
came into Jerusalem, which was to go into the 
Temple and to drive out the money changers. 

That, in itself, was a significant act, one of 
the things which the people would not have 
been expecting. Those who thought that 
Jesus was the Messiah coming into Jerusalem, 
would have thought: 'He's going to go and 
confront the Roman soldiers. He's going to go 
to the Antonia Fortress and tell the Romans 
to get out of Jerusalem, and do something to 
remove them.'

Instead, He doesn't go to the Antonia For-
tress and He doesn't confront Pilate and He 
doesn't confront the roman authorities. He 
goes into the Temple and there, He confronts

12 Then Jesus went into the temple of 
God and drove out all those who bought 
and sold in the temple, and overturned 
the tables of the money changers and 
the seats of those who sold doves. 13 
And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ 
” 14 Then the blind and the lame came to 
Him in the temple, and He healed them. 
15 But when the chief priests and scribes 
saw the wonderful things that He did, 
and the children crying out in the tem-
ple and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David!” they were indignant 16 and said 
to Him, “Do You hear what these are 
saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes. 
Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth 
of babes and nursing infants You have 
perfected praise’?” 17 Then He left them 
and went out of the city to Bethany, and 
He lodged there.
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW Chapter 21 verses 12-17
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the wrong things which are going on in the Temple, the religious leaders, and particularly, those 

who are buying and selling in the Temple and were defiling the Temple. And this shows us, of course, 
that Jesus comes not to bring some kind of political freedom,Jesus comes not to bring some kind of political freedom, but to bring freedom from the power but to bring freedom from the power 
of sin and to remove what was causing the barrier between people and their God.of sin and to remove what was causing the barrier between people and their God. He comes to con-
quer the foes of sin, Satan and death, and hell, and to restore a relationship to God, and to remove the 
barrier which came between God and humanity.

The Temple was a place where people were supposed to worship God and yet, it had become a 
place of sin, a place where faith was being corrupted and where the money changers were exchanging 
money for the Temple tax, selling doves for the sacrifices, and working some kind of business, cheating 
the people out of their money, and lining their own pockets.

According to tradition, this was taking place in the Court of the Gentiles. The Temple was divided 
into certain places where the Gentiles could go and pray, and where the Jews could go and pray. You 
couldn't cross from the Court of the Gentiles into the Court of the Jews unless you were Jewish.

There was also the Most Holy Place where only the High Priest could go, but the Court of the Gen-
tiles would have been the place where the money changers were operating and Jesus was offended 
by this. He saw it as a defilement of the Temple because, as is said in the prophet's word, in  Temple because, as is said in the prophet's word, in Isaiah Isaiah 
chapter 56 verse 7chapter 56 verse 7: : My house shall be a house of prayer for all nationsMy house shall be a house of prayer for all nations and Jesus saw this as a spirit  and Jesus saw this as a spirit 
of defilement of the Temple and something which would come upon it, which was causing the wrong of defilement of the Temple and something which would come upon it, which was causing the wrong 
spirit to come, which, in turn, was leading to its destruction. spirit to come, which, in turn, was leading to its destruction. 

He also spoke the passage of scripture about the Temple becoming He also spoke the passage of scripture about the Temple becoming a den of thievesa den of thieves which was a  which was a 
quote from quote from Jeremiah chapter 7 verse 11Jeremiah chapter 7 verse 11. And, if you remember, . And, if you remember, JeremiahJeremiah was the prophet who actually  was the prophet who actually 
spoke about the corruption of the Temple in his day, and said how it would lead to the destruction of spoke about the corruption of the Temple in his day, and said how it would lead to the destruction of 
the Temple. the Temple. Jeremiah 7.8-10Jeremiah 7.8-10 says:  says: Behold, you trust in lying words that cannot profit. Will you steal, Behold, you trust in lying words that cannot profit. Will you steal, 
murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whom you murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whom you 
do not know, and then come and stand before Me in this house which is called by My name. do not know, and then come and stand before Me in this house which is called by My name. In other In other 
words, in the Temple.words, in the Temple.

God says that we are delivered to do all these abominations. Has God says that we are delivered to do all these abominations. Has this house which is called by my this house which is called by my 
NameName become a den of thieves in your eyes? Behold! I have even seen, it says  become a den of thieves in your eyes? Behold! I have even seen, it says den of thievesden of thieves!!

So, Jeremiah saw it, Jesus saw it. And Jeremiah said that this was going to be a sign of the coming So, Jeremiah saw it, Jesus saw it. And Jeremiah said that this was going to be a sign of the coming 
destruction of the Temple, and Jesus is also actually speaking about this. Because of the corruption in destruction of the Temple, and Jesus is also actually speaking about this. Because of the corruption in 
the Holy Place, judgment was going to come upon that generation too and the Temple was going to the Holy Place, judgment was going to come upon that generation too and the Temple was going to 
be destroyed.be destroyed.

This is actually quite relevant to This is actually quite relevant to 
one of the issues which sometimes one of the issues which sometimes 
Christians bring up about the whole Christians bring up about the whole 
story of the Triumphal Entry, that story of the Triumphal Entry, that 
also comes into one or two of our also comes into one or two of our 
hymns. Some people say that the hymns. Some people say that the 
Triumphal Entry shows how peo-Triumphal Entry shows how peo-
ple change sides very quickly, in a ple change sides very quickly, in a 
matter days. One day they're saying matter days. One day they're saying 
''HosannaHosanna' and praising Him, the next ' and praising Him, the next 
day they're saying 'day they're saying 'crucify Him! Away crucify Him! Away 
with Him!with Him!'.'.

There is a hymn which says that, There is a hymn which says that, 
more or less, 'more or less, 'crowds are ficklecrowds are fickle'. I '. I 
actually don't believe that's the case. actually don't believe that's the case. 
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I believe that when Jesus comes into a situation, there are two different reactions to Him: one, to be I believe that when Jesus comes into a situation, there are two different reactions to Him: one, to be 
for Him, and one, to be against Him. I don't think those people changed their minds within three or four for Him, and one, to be against Him. I don't think those people changed their minds within three or four 
days from wanting to praise Him and to listen to Him to then wanting to crucify Him. days from wanting to praise Him and to listen to Him to then wanting to crucify Him. 

What's most likely is that the chief priests and the others would have gathered together on that fate-What's most likely is that the chief priests and the others would have gathered together on that fate-
ful day before Pilate all the people who were opposed to Jesus and got them to say: ful day before Pilate all the people who were opposed to Jesus and got them to say: Away with Him! Away with Him! 
Crucify Him!Crucify Him!  

According to one writer, the Temple staff was actually quite enormous, perhaps up to about 20,000 According to one writer, the Temple staff was actually quite enormous, perhaps up to about 20,000 
people. And the courtyard of the Antonia Fortress, where the trial before Pilate would have taken place, people. And the courtyard of the Antonia Fortress, where the trial before Pilate would have taken place, 
would have held about 3,000 people maximum. It's quite possible that the chief priests could have eas-would have held about 3,000 people maximum. It's quite possible that the chief priests could have eas-
ily gathered together that group of people who were hostile to Jesus, to shout at Him to be crucified.ily gathered together that group of people who were hostile to Jesus, to shout at Him to be crucified.

I don't believe that it was the result I don't believe that it was the result 
of some people changing their mind, of some people changing their mind, 
but that the majority of people who but that the majority of people who 
were praising Jesus would have contin-were praising Jesus would have contin-
ued to be on His side and maybe were ued to be on His side and maybe were 
many of those who became Christians many of those who became Christians 
or became followers of Jesus after the or became followers of Jesus after the 
resurrection, after the preaching of resurrection, after the preaching of 
Peter on the Temple Mount.Peter on the Temple Mount.

But, on this day, Jesus was setting But, on this day, Jesus was setting 
up the events which are going to lead up the events which are going to lead 
up to his crucifixion, to up to his crucifixion, to Holy WeekHoly Week..

And one of the things which comes And one of the things which comes 
to me is: to me is: It's actually a lesson to usIt's actually a lesson to us. . 

How do we react when Jesus comes into a situation? How do we react when Jesus comes into a situation? 

Do we say: "Hosanna, Lord save us, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!"? Do we  Do we say: "Hosanna, Lord save us, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!"? Do we  
      welcome Him?       welcome Him? 

Or do we say: "Away with Him, crucify Him, get rid of Him?"Or do we say: "Away with Him, crucify Him, get rid of Him?"

That is the dividing line in the whole of the human race. Wether we are Jewish or Gentile makes no That is the dividing line in the whole of the human race. Wether we are Jewish or Gentile makes no 
difference. When Jesus comes into a situation, there are going to be those who are for Him and those difference. When Jesus comes into a situation, there are going to be those who are for Him and those 
who are against Him, and we have to make a choice to be for Him and to welcome Him into our lives, who are against Him, and we have to make a choice to be for Him and to welcome Him into our lives, 
and every generation, and every place has to make that choice. That's the choice which is before the and every generation, and every place has to make that choice. That's the choice which is before the 
whole world right now.whole world right now.

What are we going to say to Jesus? "Welcome! Come into my life! Be my Saviour! Save me!" Or, are What are we going to say to Jesus? "Welcome! Come into my life! Be my Saviour! Save me!" Or, are 
we going to stay away from Him, get rid of Him and have nothing to do with Him? That is the issue which we going to stay away from Him, get rid of Him and have nothing to do with Him? That is the issue which 
is going to actually determine our eternal destiny. is going to actually determine our eternal destiny. 

So, it's important that we make the right choice and welcome Jesus into our lives.So, it's important that we make the right choice and welcome Jesus into our lives.


